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Redefining Love
There’s a story about John the apostle as an old man, recounted by Jerome. Whenever
John’s disciples carried the frail apostle in to their meetings, he would say, “Little
children, love one another”. Every time.
His disciples eventually got a bit cranky and bored with this repetition, and asked him,
“Why do you always say this?” He replied, “Because it is the Lord’s commandment
and if it alone be kept, it is sufficient”.
John certainly wrote a lot about what Jesus said concerning love. Famously, God so
loved the world that he gave his own Son, Jesus (John 3:16). Jesus talks often about
the love the Father has for him. Chapter 13 gives us a particularly intimate
demonstration of the love Jesus had for his disciples. As he takes the position of a
servant and washes his disciples’ feet, he gives them a demonstration of how they are
to act (13:15). In imitating Jesus, it seems there’s nothing more like our Lord than to
forget about any sense of entitlement you might have, or what you think you might
deserve, and get on with looking after others.
The ‘old commandment’ of the law stated that God’s people should love their
neighbours as themselves. Love for one another in this sense is not new, and Jesus’
“new commandment” does not do away with this concern for others. What Jesus is
doing here is extending and deepening that command to treat others rightly, by
providing a new basis for love: the extent of his own love for his people. How has
Jesus loved us? He loved us by self-sacrificially dying for us. We too must be prepared
to go to a similar extent for our brothers and sisters in Christ.
There are two things worth finishing on regarding this divine love, modelled on the
relationship between God the Father and Jesus the Son (15:9). Loving one another like
Jesus loved us is a commandment. Our submission and obedience to Jesus requires
that we continue to do this.
Secondly, this commandment carries an element of evangelism, or at the very least a
demonstration of who we are. There’s a link in these chapters between the disciples
being caught up in Jesus’ love for them and being sent out into the world in mission.
Our loving service of others in seeking their good, in laying down our lives for them,
in building them up in the word, is all service with a mission: so that “all people” will
know the love of God that has transformed us. Our verbal witness about Jesus in
testifying about him must be matched by a visual demonstration of his love. Our love
for one another is a defining characteristic of our relationship with Jesus; through our
demonstration of love, the world can come to know what we know.
With every blessings
Fr Joson Antony
Readings: 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23

John 14:23-29

Parish Diary

READINGS 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 14:21-27

1st Reading

Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put
fresh heart into the disciples, encouraging them to persevere in the faith. ‘We all
have to experience many hardships’ they said ‘before we enter the kingdom of
God.’ In each of these churches they appointed elders, and with prayer and fasting
they commended them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
They passed through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. Then after proclaiming the
word at Perga they went down to Attalia and from there sailed for Antioch, where
they had originally been commended to the grace of God for the work they had
now completed.
On their arrival they assembled the church and gave an account of all that God
had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith to the pagans.
Responsorial Psalm
Response:

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.
All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, and your friends shall repeat their
blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign and declare your might, O God,
to make known to men your mighty deeds and the glorious splendour of your
reign.
Yours is an everlasting kingdom; your rule lasts from age to age.
Second Reading

Revelation 21:1-5

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth
had disappeared now, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and
the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as a bride
all dressed for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, ‘You
see this city? Here God lives among men. He will make his home among them;
they shall be his people, and he will be their God; his name is God-with-them. He
will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will be no more death, and no more
mourning or sadness. The world of the past has gone.’
Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the whole of creation
new.’
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!
Gospel
When Judas had gone Jesus said:
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified,
and in him God has been glorified.
If God has been glorified in him,
God will in turn glorify him in himself,
and will glorify him very soon.
My little children,
I shall not be with you much longer.
I give you a new commandment:
love one another;
just as I have loved you,
you also must love one another.
By this love you have for one another,
everyone will know that you are my disciples.’

John 13:31-35

Monday, May 16th
Mass
8:00am
St Joachim’s

Wednesday, May 18th
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes’

Thursday, May 19th
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes

Friday, May 20th
Mass
9:00am
St Joachim’s

Saturday, May 21st
Reconciliation
5:30pm
St Joachim’s

6th Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 21st
Mass
6:00pm
St Joachim’s

Sunday, May 22nd
Mass
7:30am
St Joachim’s
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes’
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes’

5Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.
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CATHOLIC MISSION – MAY ROSARY PRAYERS
Join Catholic Mission online to honour Mother Mary during the
month of May through praying the rosary. Monday – Friday
commencing 2:00pm.
Join the Zoom Meeting:
WE REJOICE
https://tinyurl.com/rprayers.
Meeting
ID: 857 2970 0836.
With the Mitchell and Niven families as they celebrate the
Password: prayers
baptism of Eva and Vinny in the parish this weekend.
HEALING NIGHT – EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
COUNTERS
Adoration, praise, worship and personal prayer will be provided
Cheryl’s team.
on Friday, 20th May at St. Mary Magdalene's Church, 24 Cecil
MEALS ON WHEELS
Road, Bardon at 7.30pm and every 3rd Friday of the month
St Joachim's team - Tuesday, May 17th.
thereafter. People are invited to come and seek emotional,
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
physical, psychological healing and the restoration of
Tuesday, May 17th at 4:00pm in the Parish Centre.
relationships. For further information, contact Len Airey on
HOSPITALITY AFTER 9:00AM MASS
0421 977 849 or by email to lenpatairey@gmail.com
Hospitality will be held after the 9:00am mass next Sunday.
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, GREGORY TERRACE PAST MOTHERS’ MASS
FUNERAL SERVICE – ROB MARSH
Inviting all mothers of Terrace old boys to join in mass and
Parishioners are invited to a funeral service to celebrate Robert's morning tea on Sunday 22nd May 2022 from 9:00am – 12 noon
life to be held at Mt Thompson Crematorium - East Chapel on in the Chapel of the Holy Family, St Joseph’s College. Cost: $35
Friday, May 20th commencing 11am.
includes morning tea. RSVP: Wednesday 18th May 2022
Booking Link: https://events.humanitix.com/2022-terrace-pastmothers-mass-and-morning-tea
ALTAR SERVERS
DATE CLAIMER RETREAT DAY AND PRAYERS FOR HEALING
Would you like to become an Altar Server
Sunday 22nd May 2022, 11:00am – 4:00pm with Fr Ken Barker,
at St Joachim’s or St Agnes?
Missionaries of God's Love. Commencing with Mass at 11am
at St Thomas’ Catholic Church Camp Hill. Followed by a book
Are you already an Altar Server in our parish?
launch of Fr Ken’s latest book “The Our Father”. BYO lunch,
There will be a training session at
drinks provided. All welcome, enquiries 0479 047 972
St Agnes’ church
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC BRISBANE
CCR Brisbane Healing Prayer Centres will be offering training on
on Friday 20 May from 5pm for new servers
Healing Prayer Level 1 at CCR Brisbane Centre, 688 Nudgee
If you have received the sacrament of First Communion Road, Northgate. This level 1 course will be completed over 3
full Saturdays - Saturday 18th June, Saturday 16th July, Saturday
and you are interested in becoming an Altar Server or if
20th August from 9.00am-5.00pm.This Level 1 Course is an
you are currently serving as an altar server and would
open invitation to all who wish to attend. Cost is $50 and
like to attend the party, please contact
participants are expected to attend all 3 training days.
Rachel at sacpr.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au
Registration is necessary by Saturday 21st May
or call the parish office on 3349 2280
To register phone 0432 968 892 or 0435 558 390. For further
information please email prayercentre@ccrbrisbane.org.au
AT HOME WITH GOD’S PEOPLE - OUR CATHOLIC FAITH
A MORNING'S PRAYER
Saturday, June 4th from 9:00am – 12noon
There will be a copy of the book in the churches this weekend
Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston
for you to have a look at. If you would like to purchase a copy
A 3-hour Saturday morning retreat to get away and spend some
please email or ring the office to make arrangements for
quality time with God. It will be facilitated with a time of input,
collection. Cost - $15
prayer, reflection and faith sharing and aims to provide a
prayerful respite from the busyness of life. Cost $20. For
bookings go to:
https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/amorningsprayer3?mc_cid=6dfb
cff834&mc_eid=13b5147ab4
AUSTRALIAN PILGRIMAGE – IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP
The Sisters of Saint Joseph have prepared an Australian
Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop” commencing in
Melbourne on 18 October, journeying through Victoria and
South Australia, and ending at Mary MacKillop Place, North
Sydney on 29 October 2022. During the pilgrimage we visit
many places associated with Mary MacKillop’s life and ministry.
For full details visit the following website:
https://www.marymackillopplace.org.au/retreatssprituality/australian-national-pilgrimage/
THE CATHOLIC LEADER
The May issue of the Catholic Leader is available now for $4
· Bishops call for a ‘better’ kind of politics in Australia
WE REMEMBER
We remember Rob Marsh, Paulette Branagan and Aileen
McConnell. May they rest in the peace of Christ.

Link to Statement:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wz1WhlUdU_UviG5Vhp4Jtl0v9Gs4YVo/view

· PNG Archbishop highlights challenges facing the Church
· The links between pornography and domestic violence
continue to grow

Binh Nguyen
Mob: 0452 162 656
QBCC:15 113 118
ABN: 82 674 256 581

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au
* Carpentry *Decks * Patios
* Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations
* Carports * Garages

Domestic|Commercial

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY
… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life,
respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries,
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites.

