
Strengthening our faith 

Every day, God makes his presence known to us in many different ways. Some 

are more profound than others. It may be a simple act of kindness, the beauty 

that we see in nature, or an answered prayer. Often times, we experience God’s 

grace when we are least expecting it. 

In today’s gospel reading about the Transfiguration, Luke mentions that “Peter 

and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they 

saw his glory and the two men standing with him” (Luke 9:32). Many times, 

Jesus acts as a wake-up call to us when we need it most. The Transfiguration 

was a special event in which God allowed Peter, John, and James to experience 

His divine glory in a profound way, and it strengthened their faith. 

When God reveals himself to us in our daily lives, we are called to act as 

disciples and live out his message. We are called to open up our hearts to those 

who need it most, to lend a helping hand, and to be good neighbours. For me, 

that may mean helping a friend with a paper, calling a friend I haven’t seen in 

a while to see how they’re doing, or volunteering at a soup kitchen. When Jesus 

is seemingly not present in our lives, we are called to open up our eyes and seek 

him out. 

I recently returned from Catholic Campus Ministry’s annual Search Retreat, 

during which I had the opportunity to step away from the hustle and bustle of 

a busy college student’s life and found the time to grow closer with my peers. 

God revealed himself to me throughout the entire retreat through the 

relationships that I formed and the experience that I had. It is important to step 

back and find God in our busy lives, and sometimes that requires taking a break 

to slow down to give ourselves the opportunity to be revealed to Him.  

To put it Ferris Bueller’s way: 

“Life moves pretty fast. If you 

don’t stop and look around 

once in a while, you could miss 

it.”                      

Sean Montgomery 
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Holland Park Mt Gravatt Parish News 

Readings:  3rd Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 3:1-8. 13-15  1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12  Luke 13:1-9 



          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

READINGS 2ND SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
Parish Diary 

Monday, February 14th          
Mass          8:00am 

St Joachim’s 

Funeral Mass         Brian Dwyer         
St Joachim’s                10:30am 

Wednesday, March 16th   

Mass          6:00pm 
St Agnes’ 

Thursday, February 17th   
Feast of St Patrick       

Mass          9:00am 
St Agnes’ 

Friday, March 18th  
Stations of the Cross      8:45am 

Mass             9:00am 
St Joachim’s 

Saturday, March 19th  
Feast of St Joseph  

Reconciliation          5:30pm 
St Joachim’s 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
Saturday, March 19th 

 Mass          6:00pm  
St Joachim’s 

Sunday, March 20th         
Mass          7:30am 

St Joachim’s 

Mass          9:00am 
St Agnes’ 

Mass          6:00pm  
St Agnes’ 

 

  

 

First Reading                 Genesis 15:5-12. 17-18 

Taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you 

can. Such will be your descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who 

counted this as making him justified. 

‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make 

you heir to this land.’ ‘My Lord, the Lord’ Abram replied, ‘how am I to know that I shall 

inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old goat, a 

three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these, cut 

them in half and put half on one side and half facing it on the other; but the birds he 

did not cut in half. Birds of prey came down on the carcasses but Abram drove them 

off. 

Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized him. When 

the sun had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared a smoking furnace and a 

firebrand that went between the halves. That day the Lord made 

a Covenant with Abram in these terms: 

‘To your descendants I give this land, 

from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:    The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life before whom shall I shrink?   

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; have mercy and answer. 

Of you my heart has spoken: ‘Seek his face.’   

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek, hide not your face. 

Dismiss not your servant in anger; you have been my help.  

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.  Hope in the Lord! 

Second Reading                                   Phillipians 3:17 – 4:1 

My people, be united in following my rule of life. Take as your models everybody who is 

already doing this and study them as you used to study us. I have told you often, and I 

repeat it today with tears, there are many who are behaving as the enemies of the cross 

of Christ. They are destined to be lost. They make foods into their god and they are 

proudest of something they ought to think shameful; the things they think important 

are earthly things. For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the 

saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched 

bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body. He will do that by the same power with 

which he can subdue the whole universe. 

So then, my dear friends, do not give way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss you very 

much, dear friends; you are my joy and my crown. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 

this is my beloved Son, hear him. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel                          Luke 9:28-36 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up the mountain to pray. As 

he prayed, the aspect of his face was changed and his clothing became brilliant as 

lightning. Suddenly there were two men there talking to him; they were Moses 

and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his passing which he was to 

accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, but they 

kept awake and saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As these were leaving 

him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three 

tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what he was 

saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with shadow; and when they went 

into the cloud the disciples were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud saying, ‘This 

is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was 

found alone. The disciples kept silence and, at that time, told no one what they had 

seen. 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

IRISH ST PATRICK’S DAY MASS 

The Annual St Patrick’s Day Mass will be celebrated in the 

Cathedral of St Stephen, Elizabeth Street at 10.00am on 

Thursday, 17th March. Fr Gerard McMorrow will be the 

celebrant.  All are welcome to attend. And, for those who may 

be unable to do so, the Mass will be live-streamed through the 

Cathedral website on this link -  Live web cast - Archdiocese of 

Brisbane (brisbanecatholic.org.au)  

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

COVID-SAFE live-in weekends from Friday evening, May 13 

May to Sunday afternoon May 15 and Friday evening October 

14 to Sunday afternoon October 16 (including Mass) at 

Santa Teresa, Ormiston.  For bookings/details contact Maria 

and David Murphy: 0481 307 821, 

qldbookings@wwme.org.au   

HEALING MASS  SPONSORED BY CCR BARDON 

Would you like to receive personal prayer for healing? Come 

to the Healing Mass at St. Mary Magdalene's, Bardon on 

Friday, 1st April at 7.30pm. Fr. Thomas Varkey, will be the 

celebrant.  Personal prayer for healing will be offered after 

the homily.  For further information, contact Len Airey on 

0421 977 849 or by email to lenpatairey@gmail.com 

POSITIONS VACANT  

Parish Secretary Alexandra Hills – 18 hours over 3 days 

Children and Families Minister and Sacramental Coordinator 

Clayfield – 15 hours per week 

Pastoral Associate Toowong – 20 hours 

For additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane website https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/ and to 

careers. 

THE CATHOLIC LEADER MARCH EDITION 

The Catholic Leader March issue is available now for $4.  

 

 

5  Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.   

PARISH NEWS  

WE REMEMBER 

We remember Phyllis Russell, Brian Dwyer and Winnie Henry.  

May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

WE REJOICE 

With the Higgins and the Lee and Jung families as they 

celebrate the baptism of Anakin and Aaron in the parish this 

weekend.  

COUNTERS 

Alison’s team. 

MEALS ON WHEELS  

St Joachim's team - Tuesday, March 15th. 

LENTEN AND EASTER OCTAVE REFLECTION BOOK  

The Spirit and the Cross is a book of daily reflections for Lent 

and the Easter Octave. Available in the churches this weekend.  

Cost $5 

1ST EUCHARIST MASSES 

The current Sacramental Program culminates with the children 

receiving their first Eucharist at the 6:00pm Saturday and 

9:00am Sunday masses next weekend.  Please keep these 

children in your prayers.  

With the easing of restrictions there is no limitation on numbers 

however families have been allocated seating in the centre two 

sections at St Joachim’s and front two sections at St Agnes’.  

For our regular mass goers please note that you may not be 

able to sit in your regular seat.   

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF WORD ASSISTANT LEADER 

After 2 years of not being 

able to hold Children’s 

Liturgy we are now able to 

offer this ministry to our 

younger parishioners.  We 

would like to recommence 

 at the 9:00am Mass at St  Agnes on a monthly basis.  We 

require a team of 2 people to enable this to happen, we 

currently only have one of previous teams available.   

CLOW runs in conjunction with our regular 9:00am mass at St 

Agnes’.  Children leave the church after the opening prayer and 

move to the Parish Centre where they are led in prayer and 

listen to the readings of the day.  Materials are prepared for 

you, you are in a team of 2 and are supported by Parish staff.  

If you would like to assist in this ministry we would love to hear 

from you.  Please speak to Fr Joson after mass or contact 

Rachel at the Parish Office.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS WANTS TO HEAR FROM US! 
Until 13th March 2022, all Catholics are 
invited to have their say about their 
experiences of ‘synodality’ – of walking 
together as a Church. 

All submissions received nationally will help the Australian  
Bishops develop a report to support the global process 
leading to an international gathering in 2023.  The Synod is 
focussed on the Church globally.  Your voice matters.  
This short video offers encouragement on how easy it can 
be to have your say: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrgZ-N79Kf0  

You can make your submission here: 
https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch  
 

 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 

 

Biru 30, lives in a rural village in India’s east. He lost mobility in one of his legs, after contracting polio as a 

child, making it difficult for him to walk. With your support, Biru was able to access an entrepreneurship and 

livelihoods development program, run by Caritas India. He gained the skills, support and encouragement he 

needed to establish his own bicycle repair business.  

Now, Biru is able to provide a good life for his family – and an essential service to his community. He has 

discovered a sense of pride, confidence and hope which has inspired others living with a disability and paved 

the way For All Future Generations. 

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your Parish, by 

visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413. 
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Binh Nguyen 

Mob: 0452 162 656 
QBCC:15 113 118 
ABN: 82 674 256 581 

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au 

* Carpentry   *Decks   * Patios            

* Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations 
* Carports   * Garages 

       Domestic|Commercial 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

  

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN  & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.  

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, 
respect and security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.  
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.  
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, 
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.   
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites. 
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