
LED BY THE SPIRIT  

A Lenten Letter to the People of God in the Archdiocese of Brisbane 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

“Grace be with you who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an incorruptible love”  

(Eph 6:24) 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus is led by the Spirit into the desert where he fasts for forty days (Matt 

4:1-2; Luke 4:1-2).  The same Spirit now leads the Church into the forty days of Lent as we prepare 

for Easter when the desert becomes a garden as “death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor 15:54).  

The Spirit can take us to some strange places, even to places we would rather not go (cf John 21:18), 

but always for the sake of love’s transformation. 

In 2016 the same Spirit led the Church in Australia to begin a journey to a new place.  This was when 

the Bishops Conference, after years of uncertainty, decided for a Plenary Council in order to chart a 

course into the future.  The Council was to have not one but two assemblies, taking its cue from the 

two Synods on marriage and the family convened by Pope Francis in 2014-2015.  

It was the Spirit who prompted the Conference’s decision, and the Spirit has accompanied us at 

every point since then.  It has been a time of testing and a time of deep listening to the word of God 

rather than to other voices, not unlike Jesus in the desert.  

The journey of the Plenary Council was to have three phases – preparation, celebration and 

implementation.  The preparation phase came to an end with the first assembly in October 2021.  

Our plan was to have the first assembly face-to-face in Adelaide in October 2020.  But because of 

COVID-19 we took what we thought was a very cautious decision and postponed the assembly for 

twelve months.  However, what seemed a cautious decision turned out to be anything but.  Twelve 

months later – again because of COVID – we had to have the week-long assembly online.  It worked 

well enough, but it was a very different experience from a face-to-face gathering.  

Now we are in the middle of the celebration phase, between the two assemblies.  This is not a vacant 

time when we take a breather after the first assembly and before the second.  On the contrary: 

through this time of fermentation a huge amount of work is being done to process all the raw 

material from the first assembly and to prepare an agenda for the second.  

At the first assembly the mornings were a time when many voices were heard in the full gathering, 

and the afternoons were for the work of discernment in smaller groups.  This is what produced the 

raw material.  Immediately after the first assembly we began the very complex work of collating and 

sifting all this at the second assembly.  Through  

all this the nearly 300 members of the Council are being kept informed, because they 

are very much part of the fermentation between the assemblies.  What is being done  

continues the process of discernment which has marked the entire journey of the Plenary Council.  

We are seeking to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit who has not only inspired the journey but who 

speaks to us on the way. 

Eventually this work will produce an agenda for the second assembly, and the agenda will, we 

hope, contain a number of creative, practical and affordable proposals designed to produce 

the kind of change we need in the Church.  The plan is for the second assembly to be 

face-to-face in Sydney in early July.  But the persistence of COVID-19 makes even that 

uncertain; and the mood at the moment is that if we cannot meet face-to-face we will 

again postpone the assembly until we can.      cont…3 
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Holland Park Mt Gravatt Parish News 

Readings:  9th Sunday Ordinary Time 

Deuteronomy 26:4-10   Roman 10:8-13   Luke 4:1-13 



          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

READINGS 8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Parish Diary 

Monday, February 28th         
Mass          8:00am 

St Joachim’s 

Wednesday, March 2nd   

 Ash Wednesday 
Mass           9:30am 

St Joachim’s  

Mass          6:00pm 
St Agnes’ 

Thursday, February 3rd         
Mass          9:00am 

St Agnes’ 

Friday, March 4th  
(includes Anointing of the Sick)        

Mass          9:00am 
St Joachim’s 

Saturday, March 5th   

Reconciliation          5:30pm 
St Joachim’s 

1st Sunday of Lent 
Saturday, March 5th     

Mass          6:00pm  
St Joachim’s 

Sunday, March 6th         
Mass          7:30am 

St Joachim’s 

Mass          9:00am 
St Agnes’ 

Mass          6:00pm  
St Agnes’ 

 

  

 

First Reading                     Ecclesiastics 27:4-7  

In a shaken sieve the rubbish is left behind, 

so too the defects of a man appear in his talk. 

The kiln tests the work of the potter, 

the test of a man is in his conversation. 

The orchard where the tree grows is judged on the quality of its fruit, 

similarly a man’s words betray what he feels. 

Do not praise a man before he has spoken, 

since this is the test of men. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:    Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord 

to make music to your name, O Most High, 

to proclaim your love in the morning 

and your truth in the watches of the night.  

The just will flourish like the palm-tree 

and grow like a Lebanon cedar.  

Planted in the house of the Lord 

they will flourish in the courts of our God, 

still bearing fruit when they are old, 

still full of sap, still green, 

to proclaim that the Lord is just. 

In him, my rock, there is no wrong. 

Second Reading                             1 Corinthians 15:54-58 

When this perishable nature has put on imperishability, and when this mortal 

nature has put on immortality, then the words of scripture will come true: Death 

is swallowed up in victory. Death, where is your victory? Death, where is your 

sting? Now the sting of death is sin, and sin gets its power from the Law. So let 

us thank God for giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Never give in then, my dear brothers, never admit defeat; keep on working at 

the Lord’s work always, knowing that, in the Lord, you cannot be labouring in 

vain.  

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of the life. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel                      Luke 6:39-45 

Jesus told a parable to his disciples, ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely 

both will fall into a pit? The disciple is not superior to his teacher; the fully 

trained disciple will always be like his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter 

in your brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own? How can you say 

to your brother, “Brother, let me take out the splinter that is in your eye,” when 

you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your 

own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that 

is in your brother’s eye. 

There is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree that 

produces sound fruit. For every tree can be told by its own fruit: people do not 

pick figs from thorns, nor gather grapes from brambles. A good man draws what 

is good from the store of goodness in his heart; a bad man draws what is bad 

from the store of badness. For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.’ 

 

 

 

 



 

  Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.   

PARISH NEWS  

WE REMEMBER 

We remember Phyllis Russell, Cheeku Thomas and Hegal Joseph.  May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

WE REJOICE 

With Jithin and Jyothi as they celebrate the baptism of Ashton in the parish this weekend.  

COUNTERS 

Cheryl’s team. 

MASS OF ANOINTING  

The mass on Friday, March 4th will include an Anointing of the Sick.   

LATEST COVID REQUIREMENTS 

You are no longer required to use the Qld Check-in App when arriving for mass.  However, masks must still be worn.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holland Park Mt Gravatt Parish is looking for new 
members for both the Parish Pastoral Council and Parish 
Finance Committee.  The Parish has a number of new 
activities and projects planned for 2022 and additional 
professional support is needed.   We welcome people 
with all types of experience however skills in youth work, 
finance, construction or marketing would be ideal.  

If you are interested in joining or for more information 
please contact Parish Coordinator Adrian 
offco.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au, or 33492280. 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022 

This year’s World Day of Prayer service is being 

hosted in our local area at St Bernard’s Church, 

Upper Mt Gravatt on Friday, March 4th 

commencing 10:30am.   

This annual ecumenical service has been prepared by the 

women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  You are 

warmly invited and encouraged to attend, joining with 

members of the Christian denominations in our Mt Gravatt 

Holland Park area.   

Any enquiries please contact Trish O’Brien 0434 533 157. 

 

Led by the Spirit cont… 

From the beginning the Plenary Council has looked beyond our shores to the universal Church.  The Pope had to give his 

assent to the Council, and through the preparation phase there was ongoing dialogue between the Bishops Conference and 

the Holy See.  That dialogue has become more intense since Pope Francis decided for a worldwide Synod process which will 

climax with the Synod of Bishops meeting in Rome in late 2023.  The Plenary Council therefore has to interweave with the 

wider Synod process, each enriching the other.  That will mean many voices in the Church being heard.  In the preparation 

phase of the Council there was broad consultation, and you are invited now to speak your mind as part of the global Synod 

process.  So I ask: What would you say to Pope Francis about change in the Church not just in Australia but around the world?  

You might also consider the three steps proposed by Evangelisation Brisbane [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrgZ-

N79Kf0]. 

At the conclusion of the Council’s second assembly, we will begin the  implementation phase.  The documents, decisions 

and decrees of the Council will be sent to the Holy See for confirmation, and once they are confirmed they will become 

binding for the Church in Australia.  My hope is that here in Brisbane we will have an Archdiocesan Synod some time after 

that to help embed the decisions and decrees in the life and mission of the Church here.  That may well lead to the regular 

celebration of Synods in the Archdiocese in order to help us move to a more synodal mode of governance.  

Structures like Councils and Synods are important, but they need to produce cultural change in the Church, a kind of 

conversion.  The need for change was made clear by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 

Abuse; and in a different way it has been made clear by COVID-19.  Nothing can be quite the same as it was after the Royal 

Commission; nor will it be after the pandemic which has left us all wondering what the new normal might look like in so many 

areas of life, including the Church.   

This is no time for turning inwards and looking just to our own institutional interests.  It is no time to be a judgmental Church 

which never notices the plank in our own eye but makes a fuss about the splinter in the eyes of others (cf Luke 6:42).  We 

need instead to be a humble and compassionate Church that looks outwards, asking how we might be more like Jesus who 

“came not to be served but to serve” (Mark 10:45).  That will require a practical, evangelical imagination which takes to heart 

the words of St Mary MacKillop: “Never see a need without doing something about it”.  This is the kind of Church to which 

both the Plenary Council and the global Synod are looking.  This is what the Spirit is now saying to the Church (cf Rev 3:13), 

speaking to all of us in these desert days of Lent. 

+ Mark Coleridge, Ash Wednesday 2022 

 

 

 

 
 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA        PROJECT COMPASSION – FOR ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS 

Please take home a Project Compassion box and a set of donation envelopes to support Caritas Australia this Lenten season and 

help support vulnerable people around the world, now and For All Future Generations. With your support, Caritas Australia has been 

able to support vulnerable communities around the world to tackle poverty, food security, education, water and sanitation and 

disaster risk reduction to build a better future for all.   

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations. 

You can collect your Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes from the churches this weekend.  
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Binh Nguyen 

Mob: 0452 162 656 
QBCC:15 113 118 
ABN: 82 674 256 581 

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au 

* Carpentry   *Decks   * Patios            

* Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations 
* Carports   * Garages 

       Domestic|Commercial 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

  

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN  & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.  

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, 
respect and security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.  
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.  
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, 
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.   
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites. 
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