
The Gift of the Kingdom… 

Possessed 

The lie about all of our stuff is this: we possess it. In fact, our possessions own us more 

powerfully than we can ever hope to claim them. Make a mental list of 

what you think you’ve got: home, car, lawn, furniture, education, bank accounts, title, 

position, relationships, and responsibilities. Whatever we have, it also has us. And what 

it costs us to maintain all of our stuff goes much deeper than our wallets. It takes time 

and life and effort and will to keep all the stuff of our lives in place. 

Even the poorest person on the planet possesses something; the goal isn’t to renounce 

all resources because we can’t. We’d still be in possession of our lives. The spiritual 

goal is to surrender what we possess, so that it can’t make us less free. If we surrender 

our resources to God’s purposes, then no one can take anything from us. We become 

liberated when our worldly wealth is at the disposal of God’s will. Those who walk off 

with heavy hearts are dragging their possessions with them. 

Which of your possessions is the most burdensome for you? 

Tread lightly in your relationships. Make fewer demands, give without expecting 

anything in return. Free them, and yourself, from the burden of expectations. 

Travel Light, Travel Right 

Have you ever felt like a camel? I did several years ago. With a good friend, we embarked 

on a long-awaited holiday to Italy where we had both studied a number of years earlier. 

Back in university I travelled all over the United States and Europe with just a small 

backpack and not even a credit card to my name. 

But this time we were loaded down like pack animals. You never realise just how much 

stuff you’ve packed until you drag it with you up and down the canals of Venice like a mini 

caravan. As I lugged my oversized rolling suitcase up the stairs of the Grand Canal I 

realised all too well just how encumbered my life had become. And so I worry whenever 

this reading of the “camel through the eye of a needle” gospel comes around. Sometimes 

I look around my house at all the accoutrements I’ve gathered, and I feel very much like 

a dromedary loaded down with wares. 

A while back an environmental group suggested that people carry around with them all 

the trash they produce in a week. All of it. Chicken bones and empty shampoo bottles, 

old Kleenexes and ice-cream sticks, tin cans and used coffee cups. Then we’d know just 

how many trappings we rely on to sustain the life we lead. And it might also give us a 

glimpse of how our life can get too caught up acquiring and maintaining “things” rather 

than enjoying the freedom that comes from knowing God’s love is sufficient. 

The Commissioning 

Let us go from here as those who know true wealth: the sound of a waterfall, the beauty 

of a sunset, the joy of children’s laughter, the embrace of a loved one, the trust of a 

friend, a good bed at the end of the day, a favourite song in our own church, the 

companionship of serving the needy, the life, death, and rising of Jesus Christ. You are 

wealthy indeed! Amen. 
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First Reading              Wisdom 7:7-11  

I prayed, and understanding was given me; 

I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 

I esteemed her more than sceptres and thrones; 

compared with her, I held riches as nothing. 

I reckoned no priceless stone to be her peer, 

for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, 

and beside her silver ranks as mud. 

I loved her more than health or beauty, 

preferred her to the light, 

since her radiance never sleeps. 

In her company all good things came to me, 

at her hands riches not to be numbered. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:   Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 

Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger forever?  Show pity to your servants.   

In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Give us joy to balance our affliction for the years when we knew misfortune.   

Show forth your work to your servants; let your glory shine on their children. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work of our hands.  

Second Reading                          Hebrews 4:12-13 

The word of God is something alive and active; it cuts like any double-edged 

sword but more finely: it can slip through the place where the soul is divided 

from the spirit, or joints from the marrow; it can judge the secret emotions and 

thoughts. No created thing can hide from him; everything is uncovered and 

open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give account of ourselves. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 

Alleluia! 

Gospel                      Mark 10:17-30 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and 

put this question to him, ‘Good master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 

You know the commandments: You must not kill; You must not commit 

adultery; You must not steal; You must not bring false witness; You must not 

defraud; Honour your father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I have 

kept all these from my earliest days.’ Jesus looked steadily at him and loved 

him, and he said, ‘There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own 

and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 

come, follow me.’ But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for 

he was a man of great wealth. 

Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who have 

riches to enter the kingdom of God!’ The disciples were astounded by these 

words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said to them, ‘how hard it is to enter 

the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were more astonished 

than ever. ‘In that case’ they said to one another, ‘who can be saved?’ Jesus 

gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said, ‘it is impossible, but not for God: because 

everything is possible for God.’ 

Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ he asked him. ‘We have left everything 

and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left 

house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for my sake and for the sake 

of the gospel who will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, 

sisters, mothers, children and land – not without persecutions – now in this 

present time and, in the world to come, eternal life.’ 

 

READINGS FOR 28TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES 

 

Prayer to St Joseph  
You were chosen by God to be the foster 
father of Jesus, the most pure spouse of 
Mary, and the head of the Holy Family. 
We ask your intercession…  

Protect our Pope and all who labour for 
souls amid the trials and tribulations of 
this life, and grant that all peoples of the 
world may follow Christ.  

Protect us from every disease present in 
our world.  

Remove all fear from our hearts.  Fill us 
with confidence.  

Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I 
make to you.  Be my father, protector 
and guide in the way of salvation.  
Amen 

Parish Diary 
Saturday, October 16th       

Reconciliation          5:30pm 
St Joachim’s 

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday, October 16th       

Mass          6:00pm 
St Joachim’s 

Sunday, October 17th   
Mass          7:30am 

St Joachim’s 

Mass          9:00am 
St Agnes’ 

Mass          6:00pm 
St Agnes’ 

PLENARY COUNCIL 

CLOSING MASS 

Sunday  

October 10th 

10:00am (Qld Time) 

Celebrated by 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge, 

President of the Australian Catholic 

Bishops Conference. 

To join in the mass online please 

click on the link below: 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/m

asses-and-livestreams/ 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/masses-and-livestreams/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/masses-and-livestreams/


 

  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

POSITION VACANT – CANNON HILL CATHOLIC PARISH 

Applications are open for a position at the Cannon Hill Catholic 

Parish. A person with excellent administration and secretarial 

skills is required for a part time position of Administration 

Support Officer for 10 hours per week, Thursday & Friday.  For 

additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane website https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/ and to 

careers.  Applications close: 13th October 2021 

ENGAGING WITH LAUDATO SI’: CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

A workshop for all Catholics to learn about the environmental 

challenges of our time and place, the biblical foundations of 

Laudato Si’, the theology and spirituality of Laudato Si’, and 

what the forthcoming Laudato Si’ Action Platform will offer you. 

The workshop will be via Zoom on Saturday,  October 16th,  

10:00 am – 1:30pm.  Registration is essential.  Full details are 

available on the noticeboards.   

PALMS AUSTRALIA 

All professions and trades are called to assist this mission.  

Since 1961 Palms has prepared and supported humble 

Catholics like you for mission.  It’s our response as church to 

calls to help bring opportunity to the poor.  Sharing your skills 

with local co-workers helps them to develop their essential 

community organisations.  Improving their self-reliance aids 

sustainable poverty reduction and removes dependence on 

foreign aid and influence.  To be prepared for a 2022 

placement visit our website now.  Visit palms.org.au or email 

palms@palms.org.au or call Christine on 02 9560 5333.   
LET'S PRAY FOR RECONCILIATION 

BETWEEN THE ANGLICAN AND ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Thursday 4 November - 11am-12pm - Cathedral of St Stephen 

Each year people from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Brisbane, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba and the 

Anglican Diocese of Brisbane gather to pray with and for one 

another for a greater mutual understanding and reconciliation. 

The service will be followed by light refreshments. 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 

Mass for You at Home is broadcast at 6:00am each Sunday 

on Channel 10. Let family and friends know that they can pray 

at home if they are unable to attend their local parish church. 

HARVEST JOURNEYS - EXCITING NEW PILGRIMAGES 2022 

An exciting new pilgrimage range of local Catholic Roadtrips 

exploring the spiritual graces and natural wonders of our 

amazing Holy Home-Land here in Australia and New Zealand 

has been launched.  Australia is well overdue to be seen and 

experienced through the eyes of pilgrims who are nourished 

daily by holy communion and in the fellowship of like-hearted 

companions.  Discover the many wonders of this these great 

lands while enjoying choice accommodation and great cuisine 

under the guidance of your professional Harvest Tour Director 

and dedicated Priest or Bishop chaplain.  Click on this link for 

more information -  Catholic Roadtrips or call 1800 819 156 

PRE-MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES 

Lighthouse Relationships offers Pre-Marriage Preparation 

Courses in groups at our New Farm office, as well as Individual 

Pre-Marriage Sessions (Prepare Enrich Program) at New Farm 

or online for couples across Australia.  All information can be 

found www.lighthouserelationships.com.au. 

 

Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.   

PARISH NEWS  
WE REMEMBER 

We remember Mui Nguyen and Richie Walsh. May they rest in the 

peace of Christ. 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

There will be NO weekday masses this week. 

COUNTERS 

Alison’s team.  

COFFEE AND CHAT 

This Monday, October 11th please join other parishioners for 

morning tea and fellowship at BrizStar Café, Mt Gravatt Plaza (Coles 

end of plaza) commencing 10:00am.  If you would like to attend or 

need more information please contact Barbara, 3349 6334 or just 

turn up.  Everyone is welcome.   

DATE CLAIMER 

On the weekend of October 23rd/24th Bishop Ken Howell will be 

making a Parish Visit.  He will be meeting with the Parish, 

Finance and Liturgy committees and making pastoral visits on 

the Saturday.  He will then celebrate the mass on Saturday 

evening and the two Sunday morning masses.   Hospitality will 

follow the Saturday mass and the 9:00am Sunday mass.   

I invite all parishioners to mark their calendars with these dates 

and join with me in welcoming Bishop Ken to our Parish.    

Fr Joson 

 

 

This weekend we welcome:  

St Joachim’s   6:00pm Bishop Brian Finnigan 

St Joachim’s   7:30am Fr Tom Elich 

St Agnes’        9:00am Fr Tom Elich 

St Agnes’        6:00pm     Fr George Joseph 

 

The Catholic Leader October Issue     $4 
 Holland Park remembers 60 years of St Joachim 

Church 

 Aussie Christians open up on Jesus in new book by 

Greg Sheridan 

 Stories of interest plus Film Reviews, Book Reviews, 

Puzzles and Recipes 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Would you like to become an Altar Server 

at St Joachim’s or St Agnes? 
Are you already an Altar Server in our parish? 

There will be a training session at St Agnes’ church 
on Thursday 28 October from 5pm for new servers 

followed by a ‘Pizza Party’ for all servers                 
starting at 5.30pm. 

If you have received the sacrament of First Communion 
and you are interested in becoming an Altar Server 

or if you are currently serving as an Altar Server 
and would like to attend the party, 

please contact Rachel at 
sacpr.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au 

or call the parish office on 3349 2280 

 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/xDxnCWLVzmh5AvmnHvn6h4?domain=hs-4232725.t.hubspotstarter-i5.net
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/xDxnCWLVzmh5AvmnHvn6h4?domain=hs-4232725.t.hubspotstarter-i5.net
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0ysACnx1V8I7NzxjfJFJhm?domain=lighthouserelationships.com.au/
mailto:sacpr.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au


 

 

 

 

 

Binh Nguyen 

Mob: 0452 162 656 
QBCC:15 113 118 
ABN: 82 674 256 581 

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au 

* Carpentry   *Decks   * Patios            

* Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations 
* Carports   * Garages 

       Domestic|Commercial 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.  

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, 
respect and security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.  
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.  
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, 
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.   
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites. 
 

mailto:info@tgcmaintenance.com.au

