
All who wish to be first must make themselves the servants of all. 

It’s hard to see what the disciples don’t get when Jesus tells them in fairly plain language 

that because of the way he lives and what he says he will be put to death by the power 

barons of his day. The disciples seem to think the Passion is going to be an event out 

of Boy’s Own Annual, where the ensuing campaign will see greatness thrust upon them. In 

this context, Jesus takes the smallest and most vulnerable of people in their society and 

teaches the disciples that greatness comes through care of the least. 

This is a powerful lesson. Greatness in the world – power, connections, wealth, influence, 

reputation and learning – only counts for something in the Kingdom of God when put at 

the service of the most vulnerable of our society. Greed, riches and pride are so alluring, 

so seductive for us in the Church, as much as for those outside it, that we need to regularly 

examine our consciences to assess the motivations and results of what we are doing, and 

why we are doing it. When I read today’s Gospel, however, I also feel sad. I cannot help but 

reflect on how unintentionally prophetic Mark was being in linking the prediction of Jesus’ 

passion with the status of a child. 

The safeguards now needed in response to the criminal and scandalous behaviour of a 

very few leaders in the Church, means that many bishops, priests, religious and teachers 

can no longer follow Jesus’ example and take children in our arms. I fully understand why 

this is the case, but the fact that we have to be so careful about the care of our children 

and have strict protocols and legislation that covers such behaviour toward children is a 

necessary and, nonetheless, tragic moment. It’s also a moment for us to remember the 

passion of those who have had to endure the trauma of destructive behaviour. As the Jews 

say of the Holocaust, ‘to forget is to commit the same mistake again’. At its most basic level 

the latter part of today’s Gospel reveals what we would expect of Jesus – he likes children 

and they like him. 

It’s amazing how a couple of pieces of information can sometimes change the way a 

scriptural story is read, and its importance for our lives today. We know from other 

documents of the same period as the New Testament that children in first century Palestine 

had no rights. They were possessions of their fathers, and they could be bought and sold, 

exploited and even killed without any recourse to the religious or civil law. 

One way in which a child was publicly claimed in this society was that only their immediate 

family could touch them. The story, then, of Jesus embracing the child in public was in itself 

a social challenge to accepted customs. But it’s much more than that. In taking the children 

in his arms, Jesus declares that they are possessions of no one, but they belong to us all 

as gifts. In the family of God, children are accorded the dignity and respect we would give 

to God. 

Today’s Gospel tells us that those who deserve our attention and esteem are the ones who 

are the least, the most at risk or those who put their talents and gifts at their service by 

making the world a better place for them. Just as he did in the market place of Galilee when 

he took the children in his arms, Jesus has a habit of turning our world’s values upside 

down. 
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Readings:  26th Sunday in Ordinary Times 
Numbers 11:25-29   James 5: 1-6  Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48 



          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

First Reading       Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

The godless say to themselves, 

‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys us 

and opposes our way of life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law 

and accuses us of playing false to our upbringing. 

Let us see if what he says is true,  

let us observe what kind of end he himself will have. 

If the virtuous man is God's son, God will take his part 

and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. 

Let us test him with cruelty and with torture, 

and thus explore this gentleness of his and put his endurance to the proof. 

Let us condemn him to a shameful death 

since he will be looked after – we have his word for it.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:   The Lord upholds my life. 

O God, save me by your name; by your power, uphold my cause. 

O God, hear my prayers; listen to the words of my mouth. 

For proud men have risen against me, ruthless men seek my life. 

They have no regard for God.  

But I have God for my help.  The Lord upholds my life. 

I will sacrifice to you with willing heart and praise your name for it is good. 

Second Reading                            James 3: 16-4:3 

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony, and wicked 

things of every kind being done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from 

above is essentially something pure; it also makes for peace, and is kindly and 

considerate; it is full of compassion and shows itself by doing good; nor is there 

any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they work for 

peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. 

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first start? Isn’t it 

precisely in the desires fighting inside your own selves? You want something 

and you haven’t got it; so you are prepared to kill. You have an ambition that 

you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your way by force. Why you don’t have 

what you want is because you don’t pray for it; when you do pray and don’t get 

it, it is because you have not prayed properly, you have prayed for something 

to indulge your own desires. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God has called us with the gospel 

to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel                                  Mark 9:30-37 

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his disciples made their way through 

Galilee; and he did not want anyone to know, because he was instructing his 

disciples; he was telling them, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands 

of men; they will put him to death; and three days after he has been put to 

death he will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he said and were 

afraid to ask him. 

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house he asked them, 

‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ They said nothing because they 

had been arguing which of them was the greatest. So he sat down, called the 

Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last 

of all and servant of all.’ He then took a little child, set him in front of them, 

put his arms round him, and said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one of these 

little children in my name, welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me 

welcomes not me but the one who sent me.  

READINGS FOR 25TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES 

 

Prayer to St Joseph  
You were chosen by God to be the foster 
father of Jesus, the most pure spouse of 
Mary, and the head of the Holy Family. 
We ask your intercession…  

Protect our Pope and all who labour for 
souls amid the trials and tribulations of 
this life, and grant that all peoples of the 
world may follow Christ.  

Protect us from every disease present in 
our world.  

Remove all fear from our hearts.  Fill us 
with confidence.  

Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I 
make to you.  Be my father, protector 
and guide in the way of salvation.  
Amen 

Parish Diary 

Monday, September 20th     
Mass          8:00am  

 St Joachim’s 

Wednesday, September 22nd    
Mass          6:00pm 

St Agnes’ 

Thursday, September 23rd     
Mass          9:00am 

St Agnes’ 

Friday, September 24th    
Mass          9:00am  

 St Joachim’s 

Saturday, September 25th     

Reconciliation          5:30pm 
St Joachim’s 

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, September 25th       
Mass          6:00pm 

St Joachim’s 

Sunday, September 26th   
Mass          7:30am 

St Joachim’s 

Mass          9:00am 
St Agnes’ 

Mass          6:00pm 
St Agnes’ 



 

  

 

Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.   

PARISH NEWS 

WE REMEMBER 

We remember Liberata Delos Santos. May she rest in the peace of 

Christ. 

WE REJOICE 

With the Storman and Weekes families as they celebrate the 

baptism of Eleanor, Bailey and Charlie in the parish this weekend. 

COUNTERS 

Cheryl’s team. 

MEALS ON WHEELS  

St Joachim's team - Tuesday, September 21st.   

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

Tuesday, September 21st at 4:00pm in the Parish Centre. 

ABUNDANCE YOUTH 

If anyone is interested in joining myself at Ignite Conference 

(www.igniteconference.com.au) from 22nd-25th September please 

let me know and I can help you with the registration process. In this 

time of the year, which for many is quite stressful, I hope that you 

can find a moment of retreat to reconnect with God, remembering 

he is at our centre. God be with you, Nick  

COFFEE AND CHAT 

Due to Monday, October 4th being the Queen’s Birthday public 

holiday Coffee and Chat will be postponed for a week to Monday, 

October 11th.   

60TH ANNIVERSARY WINE GLASSES 

There are still a few available for sale at $10 each.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
FAN THE FLAME TOWARDS PLENARY ASSEMBLY ONE OCTOBER 2021 

‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my 

name, welcomes me;’  Mark 9:30-37 

Our parishes in particular are challenged to renew the 

formation of children, young people and families who may 

not be strongly connected to the Church but who still have 

an ‘instinct for the faith’ which prompts them to seek the 

sacraments or engage in part with of the Church’s life.  

(Instrumentum Laboris #133) 

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 

The Annual Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 

celebrated with Archbishop Mark Coleridge on Saturday 25 

September commencing at 11.30am. The invitation is 

extended to family and friends.  Bookings are available by 

telephoning the Cathedral office on 07 3324 3030 or via: 

https://goldenweddinganniversarymass.eventbrite.com.au 

ANNUAL MULTICULTURAL MASS AT ST STEPHEN’S CATHEDRAL 

Sunday, 26th September from 2:30pm – 4:30pm.  

Celebrate the diversity of the Catholic Church in the 

Archdiocese as we unite in a colourful display of the 

celebration of the Eucharist at this annual Mass.  Register:   

https://annualmulticulturalmass.eventbrite.com.au 

“CARITAS AUSTRALIA - MATCHED GIVING WEEK (17-23 SEPTEMBER) 

Double your impact for vulnerable women around the world.  

You can help raise a quarter of a MILLION dollars to support 

vulnerable women around the world! Thanks to a group of 

very generous Caritas Australia’s supporters, all donations 

until Thursday, 23 September will be matched, until we 

reach our target of $250,000.  

Your donation can help to provide education, develop 

livelihoods and improve healthcare and protection for some 

of the most vulnerable women and girls in marginalized 

communities. Donate before 23 September, or until we meet 

$250,000, and your donation will be matched dollar-for-

dollar. Double your donation today at 

www.caritas.org.au/matched or call 1800 024 413.” 
ONE MILLION CHILDREN PRAYING THE ROSARY 

Aid to the Church in Need Australia invites you to join the 

prayer campaign ‘One Million Children Praying the Rosary’ 

for unity and peace in the world on 18th October. Be part of 

this prayer campaign and join many others! Register and 

learn more at www.aidtochurch.org/one-million-children 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND - VIRTUAL OCTOBER 22-24  

Couples, priests and religious are invited to a Marriage 

Encounter Weekend to enrich and revitalise your 

Sacrament.  It gives you the opportunity to grow in your 

relationship with your spouse or your community.  

Commencing at 7pm on Friday – concluding at 4pm 

Sunday.  Contact Julie and Zyg Staszyc: 0437 388 

513  Email: sabookings@wwme.org.au  

Information website:  www.wwme.org.au 

http://www.igniteconference.com.au/
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/
https://goldenweddinganniversarymass.eventbrite.com.au/
https://annualmulticulturalmass.eventbrite.com.au/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Z3q0C1WLzQFM9WOqcGkzD5?domain=caritas.org.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/t8TxCGv07gs1Qorni7Fk2y?domain=aidtochurch.org
mailto:sabookings@wwme.org.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6AviCr81NXI8G7WYCzjIt7?domain=wwme.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

Binh Nguyen 

Mob: 0452 162 656 
QBCC:15 113 118 
ABN: 82 674 256 581 

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au 

* Carpentry   *Decks   * Patios            

* Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations 
* Carports   * Garages 

       Domestic|Commercial 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.  

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, 
respect and security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.  
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.  
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, 
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.   
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites. 
 

mailto:info@tgcmaintenance.com.au

