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GOD WILL TAKE CARE OF US
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A “one hit wonder” from 1989 was the song by Bobby McFerrin, Don’t Worry, Be
Adrian Prendergast
Happy. It was a laid-back, a cappella song that still frequently appears in film and
Dot Lomax
television soundtracks. In some ways, the song became the catchcry of a generation
Pastoral Coordinators
who were overwhelmed by the pace of change that was occurring in society,
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technology, and the world in general. A glance at today’s gospel may leave the
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reader thinking that Jesus, too, is basically saying to us, don’t worry, be happy. But
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the message of Jesus is not as simplistic as that. Instead, he says to us, set your
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hearts on God’s kingdom first and on following God’s will for justice in the world
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and then, don’t worry, be happy. It is not the same throwing of one’s hands into the
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air as the 1980’s song. It is not an abandonment of responsibility. Jesus says to us,
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trust in God, work to bring about the kingdom in our lives and in our world and
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only then leave the rest to God.
1227 Logan Road
Mt Gravatt
This gospel passage was aptly chosen by the Church to mark the feast of St Mary
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of the Cross – Mary MacKillop. The teaching of Jesus, conveyed through the gospel
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passage, characterised much of the life and work of Mary MacKillop. Mary was a
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prolific writer, sending messages to her sisters in the schools and communities
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across Australia. We are fortunate that many of these letters have been preserved
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and provide an incredible insight into the attitude of Mary MacKillop. One of the
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quotes attributed to Mary MacKillop that captures the essence of today’s gospel is,
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“Do all you can with the means at your disposal and calmly leave the rest to God.”
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(1891). Surely this is a more energising and empowering motto for life than don’t
E: hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au worry, be happy?
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Mary MacKillop is not only the first Australian to be recognised by the Church as
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a Saint, but she is also truly a very Australian saint. She characterises the spirit of
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the Australian mythology. She was a prodigious hard worker who put the needs of
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others before herself. She exhibited something of the larrikin spirit: constantly in
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st joachim's & st agnes' parish dispute with authority but pressing on, regardless. She used the strengths of others
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but also didn’t tolerate those who were not genuine. Her commitment to the
schooling of children from poor and rural communities established a model of
Catholic education that continues today. A Saint for and of Australia!
© Greg Sunter

Readings: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Revelations 11:19; 12:1-6, 10
1 Corinthians 15:20-26

Luke 1:39-56

READINGS FOR MARY OF THE CROSS
First Reading
1 Kings 17:8-16
And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, ‘Up and go to Zarephath, a Sidonian
town, and stay there. I have ordered a widow there to give you food.’ So he went off
to Sidon. And when he reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks.
Addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a vessel for me to drink.’ She
was setting off to bring it when he called after her. ‘Please,’ he said ‘bring me a scrap
of bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I have no baked
bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a
stick or two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall
die.’ But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said; but first
make a little scone of it for me and bring it to me, and then make some for yourself
and for your son. For thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel:
“Jar of meal shall not be spent, jug of oil shall not be emptied, before the day when
the Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.”
The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food, she, himself and
her son. The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had
foretold through Elijah.’
Responsorial Psalm
Response:
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.
God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you like a dry, weary land without water.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.
On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
Second Reading
Colossians 3:12-17
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be clothed in
sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one
another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you;
now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete
them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts because it is for
this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful.
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other,
and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Many women were there by the cross, watching from a distance,
the same women who had followed Jesus and looked after him.
Alleluia!
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COLLECT
O God, source of all goodness,
who have shown us in Saint Mary
a woman of faith living by the power of
the Cross,
teach us, we pray, by her example
to live the gospel in changing times
and to respect and defend
the human dignity of all in our land.
Through our Lord. Amen

Prayer to St Joseph
You were chosen by God to be the
fosterer father of Jesus, the most pure
Gospel
Matthew 6:25-34 spouse of Mary, and the head of the holy
Jesus said to his disciples:
Family. We ask your intersession…
I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your
Protect our pope and all who labour for
body and what you are to wear. Surely life is more than food, and the body more
souls amid the trials and tribulations of
than clothing! Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap or gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
this life, and grant that all peoples of the
Are you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you, however much you
world may follow Christ.
worry, add one single cubit to your span of life? And why worry about clothing?
Protect us from every disease present in
Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never have to work or spin: yet I
assure you that not even Solomon in all his royal robes was clothed like one of these. our world.
Now if that is how God clothes the wild flowers growing in the field which are there
Remove all fear from our hearts. Fill us
today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will he not much more look after you,
with confidence.
you have so little faith? So do not worry; do not say, “What are we to eat? What are
Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I
we to drink? What are we to wear?”
It is the gentiles who set their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly Father knows make to you. Be my father, protector and
you need them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on God’s saving justice, guide in the way of salvation.
and all these other things will be given you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow: Amen
tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Continuing on our faith 2journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.

PARISH NEWS
WE REMEMBER
We remember Des Hickey. May he rest in the peace of Christ.
COUNTERS
There will be no counting this Monday.
St Vincent De Paul Society
Tuesday, August 10th at 4:00pm in the Parish Centre.
This meeting will be dependant on the lockdown being lifted and
the restrictions being enforced.

ABUNDANCE YOUTH
As mentioned last week we have postponed the
August Youth Mass to Sunday, August 29th.
Looking forward to seeing you there! The visit
from Deacon Peter Pellicaan from Evangelisation Brisbane
which was scheduled for this Sunday will be rescheduled to
a date to be advised.
Another exciting update on the horizon is the launch of the
Encounter Kids primary youth group, being held at St Agnes
School each Friday after School during term time. If you
would like more information, please don’t hesitate to email
me on youth.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au
Have a blessed week! Nick Kelly, Youth Coordinator

COMMUNITY NEWS
POSITION VACANT – PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Applications are open for a position at the Sunnybank Parish.
The Pastoral Associate will be required to coordinate children
and their families preparing for the Sacraments. The applicant
will also be involved in Liturgy preparation, Adult Education and
Pastoral Care of Parishioners. The applicant will require recent
study and practice in the Sacraments of Initiation and
Theological qualifications are essential.
The position is permanent part time 28 hours per week
(Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday)
For additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of
Brisbane website
https://clientapps.jobadder.com/68451/aob-internal-careeropportunities/339967/pastoral-associate-sunnybank-parish.
Applications close: 20 August 2021
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for workers to maintain a safe and healthy
environment for children. Our commitment to these standards requires that we conduct working
with children checks and background referencing for all persons who will engage in direct and
regular involvement with children and young people (0 - 18 years) and/or vulnerable adults. The
organisation is fully committed to child safety and has a 0 tolerance to abuse of children or
vulnerable adults.

WEEKEND MASSES
LIVESTREAMED
FROM THE CATHEDRAL
The 8:00am and 10:30am
masses can be accessed by
clicking on the following link.
Live web cast - Archdiocese of
Brisbane
(brisbanecatholic.org.au)

COMMUNITY NEWS
SEASON OF CREATION – ECUMENICAL EVENT
From September 1 to October 4, Christians around the world
celebrate the Season of Creation. The theme for 2021 is “A
home for all? Renewing the oikos of God”, oikos is the Greek
word for home or household. All are welcome to join
Queensland Churches Environment Network from 7.00pm on
Wednesday September 1 at St Stephen’s Cathedral (event
also to be livestreamed at
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
For more information contact Jackie Fewtrell:
admin@qct.org.au
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED AUSTRALIA
In remote and non-Christian areas, the faith is often nurtured
via faith-based TV and radio programs. For over thirty years
ACN has supported the Catholic Radio and Television Network
which provides programming to networks in developing
countries which do not have the means to buy or produce
Catholic content. These programs are seen and heard by about
36 million people worldwide every day. Can you help ensure
that the faith is available in every corner of the world? Visit
www.aidtochurch.org/media
MASS FOR YOU AT HOME
Did you know Catholic Mass is broadcast on free-to-air television
each Sunday morning? Mass for You at Home is broadcast at
6am on Channel 10 and WIN. Let family and friends know that
they can pray along at home if they are unable to attend their
local parish. Find out more at www.massforyou.com.au
HARVEST JOURNEYS TO LAUNCH OUR EXCITING NEW PILGRIMAGE
An exciting new pilgrimage range of local Catholic Roadtrips
exploring the spiritual graces and natural wonders of our
amazing Holy Home-Land here in Australia and New Zealand has
been launched. Australia is well overdue to be seen and
experienced through the eyes of pilgrims who are nourished daily
by holy communion and in the fellowship of like-hearted
companions. Discover the many wonders of this these great
lands while enjoying choice accommodation and great cuisine
under the guidance of your professional Harvest Tour Director
and dedicated Priest or Bishop chaplain. Click on this link for
more information - Catholic Roadtrips or phone 1800 819 156.
SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT LAUNCH
Bishop Ken Howell, Aux Bishop of Brisbane, will launch the
Australian Bishops’ 2021 – 2022 Social Justice Statement, "Cry
of the Earth, Cry of the Poor", on Wednesday 25 Au-gust on 25th
August at St James Parish Hall, Coorparoo commencing
7:00pm. To register for the Statement Launch, visit:

https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/sjstatement
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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY
… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life,
respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries,
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites.

