
Our church is a testimony to the goodness of 

God.  We will continue to pray for all of you as 

you seek His face together. 

In reflecting on the  60th anniversary of St 
Joachim’s Church, I do appreciate Father J 
Slyney, the parish priest of that time, for his 
vision and courage.  How blessed we are to join 

as a community of faith in celebrating the 60th anniversary of one of our parish 
churches.  Under the patronage of the St Joachim, we – and those who came before us 
– are invited to be messengers of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

With gratitude, we reflect on our humble beginnings in the wooden building from 1936-
1977.  Today, we are a vibrant parish of approx 275 families with numerous ministries 
that connect us and help us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

What a legacy we share!  I know you join with me in giving thanks to the Lord for the 
generosity of Spirit evident in all who worship, serve and seek to grow in faith in our 
parish.  With gratitude I remember all our past parish leaders staring with Fathers 
Thomas Dowling, David Dee, John Torpie, James Slyney, Kevin Caldwell, John Nee, 
Sister Kari Hatherell, Father Joe Thottenkara and myself.  Truly, the Holy Spirit 
continues to gather the faithful here!  For the wise parish leaders, challenged in different 
ways over the years to enable the flourishing of the faith in this area, I wish to thank 
you all for your continuing support and encouragement amidst of all this pandemic. 

As we read the gospel, what make us unclean, have unwashed hands or hearts full of 
resentments and hatred?  It seems that this question has been asked of us how many 
times.  Whenever we examine our conscience we are being reminded to focus more on 
the purity of our intentions and actions.  We will be judged by God not on what we put 
into our mouth but with what we do in order to let other people feel the love of God. 
Sometimes, there are tendencies that we focus more on the peripherals not in the core 
of our being.  With this, we tend to be more hypocritical with our actions and we always 
wait for praises and acknowledgments.  The Gospel reminds each of us to allow God to 
enter into our lives and let Him shape our hearts and minds. 

May we keep the flame of faith alive in our hearts as we answer the call to ‘go out to 
all the world to tell the Good News’ (Mark 16:15). We count ourselves blessed in the 
legacy that is ours. May we, too, ‘proclaim the greatness of the Lord’ (Luke 1:46) in 
this, our time.  May this anniversary of our church be 
a sign of its continued good work and blessed 
ministry. Thank you for all you’ve done and will 
continue to do. 

With God’s blessings,  
Fr Joson 
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Holland Park Mt Gravatt Parish News 

Readings:  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Times 

Isaiah 35:4-7    James 2: 1-5   Mark 7:31-37 



          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

First Reading                Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the laws and customs that I 
teach you today, and observe them, that you may have life and may enter and take 
possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving you. You must 
add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing from it, but keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God just as I lay them down for you. Keep them, 
observe them, and they will demonstrate to the peoples your wisdom and 
understanding. When they come to know of all these laws they will exclaim, “No 
other people is as wise and prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great 
nation is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to us whenever we 
call to him? And what great nation is there that has laws and customs to match this 
whole Law that I put before you today?’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:   The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 
Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain? 
He who walks without fault; he who acts with justice  
and speaks the truth from his heart.  

He who does no wrong to his brother, who casts no slur on his neighbour, 
who holds the godless in disdain, but honours those who fear the Lord. 

He who keeps his pledge, come what may; who takes no interest on a loan 
and accepts no bribes against the innocent.  Such a man will stand firm for ever. 

Second Reading               James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27 

It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it comes 
down from the Father of all light; with him there is no such thing as alteration, no 
shadow of a change. By his own choice he made us his children by the message of the 
truth so that we should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he had created. 

Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can save your souls. 
But you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive 
yourselves. 

Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father is this: coming to the help of 
orphans and widows when they need it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated by the 
world. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Father gave us birth by his message of truth, 
that we might be as the first fruits of his creation. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered round 
Jesus, and they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, 
that is, without washing them. For the Pharisees, and the Jews in general, follow the 
tradition of the elders and never eat without washing their arms as far as the elbow; 
and on returning from the market place they never eat without first sprinkling 
themselves. There are also many other observances which have been handed down 
to them concerning the washing of cups and pots and bronze dishes. So these 
Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not respect the tradition of 
the elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’ He answered, ‘It was of you 
hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage of scripture: 

This people honours me only with lip-service, 
while their hearts are far from me. 
The worship they offer me is worthless, 
the doctrines they teach are only human regulations. 

You put aside the commandment of God to cling to human traditions.’ 

He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand. 
Nothing that goes into a man from outside can make him unclean; it is the things that 
come out of a man that make him unclean. For it is from within, from men’s hearts, 
that evil intentions emerge: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, 
indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within and make 

a man unclean.’ 

READINGS FOR 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES 

Prayer to St Joseph  

You were chosen by God to be the foster 

father of Jesus, the most pure spouse of 

Mary, and the head of the Holy Family. 

We ask your intersession…  

Protect our Pope and all who labour for 

souls amid the trials and tribulations of 

this life, and grant that all peoples of the 

world may follow Christ.  

Protect us from every disease present in 

our world.  

Remove all fear from our hearts.  Fill us 

with confidence.  

Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I 

make to you.  Be my father, protector and 

guide in the way of salvation.  

Amen 

Parish Diary 

Monday, August 30th   
Mass          8:00am  

 St Joachim’s 

Wednesday, September 1st   
Confirmation            5:00pm 

St Joachim’s 

Confirmation            6:30pm 

St Joachim’s 

Thursday, September 2nd  
Mass          9:00am 

St Agnes’ 

Friday, September 3rd  
Mass          9:00am 

(Includes Anointing of the Sick) 

St Joachim’s  

Saturday, September 4th   

Reconciliation          5:30pm 

St Joachim’s 

23RD
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, September 4th       
Mass          6:00pm 

St Joachim’s 

Sunday, September 5th   
Mass          7:30am 

St Joachim’s 

Mass          9:00am 

St Agnes’ 

Mass          6:00pm 

St Agnes’ 
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Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.  

PARISH NEWS 
WE REMEMBER 
We remember Miguel Forsyth. May he rest in the peace of Christ. 

COUNTERS 
Vince’s team. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MASS – ST AGNES 
There will be no Mass this Wednesday evening due to the 
Confirmation Ceremonies taking place at St Joachim’s. 

MASS OF ANOINTING AND HOSPITALITY   
The mass on Friday, September 3rd will include an Anointing of the 
Sick.  This will be followed by a hospitality which will be held at the 
front of the church.  

LIGHTHOUSE RELATIONSHIPS  

Lighthouse Relationships is a Brisbane-based Psychology and 
Counselling Practice, which offers Pre-Marriage Preparation and 
Couples Therapy, and cross-refers with Centacare Brisbane. 

 Group Pre-Marriage Preparation Courses, at our New Farm 
location   

 Individual Pre-Marriage Sessions (Prepare Enrich Program)  

• at our New Farm location or online for couples across 
Australia and New Zealand   

All information can be found at: 
www.lighthouserelationships.com.au 

 

Due to a production delay, our 
commemorative 60th Anniversary 
glasses will be available for 
purchase from the parish office 
from late next week, or from St 
Joachim’s Church after masses 
next weekend.  
Cost $10 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

SEASON OF CREATION ECUMENICAL EVENT 
From September 1 to October 4, Christians around the world 
celebrate the Season of Creation. The theme for 2021 is “A home 
for all? Renewing the oikos of God”, oikos is the Greek word for 
home or household. All are welcome to join Queensland Churches 
Environment Network from 7.00pm on Wednesday September 1 
at St Stephen’s Cathedral (event also to be livestreamed at 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/  

For more information contact Jackie Fewtrell: admin@qct.org.au 

POSITION VACANT – PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Applications are open for a position at the Sunnybank Parish. The 
Pastoral Associate will be required to coordinate children and their 
families preparing for the Sacraments. The applicant will also be 
involved in Liturgy preparation, Adult Education and Pastoral Care 
of Parishioners.  The applicant will require recent study and 
practice in the Sacraments of Initiation and Theological 
qualifications are essential.  The position is permanent part time 
28 hours per week (Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday) 

For additional information, please visit the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane website https://clientapps.jobadder.com/68451/aob-
internal-career-opportunities.  Applications close: 30 Sept 2021 

“SPIRIT OF HOPE” CITY MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING  
Wednesday 1st September, 2021 (10.45 - 12.15pm ) in St 
Stephen's Chapel, on following the regular 10am Cathedral  Mass.   
Join us for Praise & Worship, Teaching & Personal Prayer Ministry.  
Enq:- Maureen 0403002199 or  Helena 0405321901  

NATIONAL MISSION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE – SEPTEMBER 1ST -4TH  
Catholic Religious Australia and Catholic Mission Australia invite 
you to register for the fifth National Mission Conference Mission: 

one heart many voices 2021. More information and registration 
can be found at www.mohmv.com.au  

ACNA EMERGENCY AID FOR HAITI 
Aid to the Church in Need has expressed its solidarity in prayer with 
Haiti and immediately approved an emergency aid package of half 
a million Euros for the Haitian people. In response ACN Australia 

has set up an emergency appeal to provide help for those in Haiti 

who are doing it time.  Visit www.aidtochurch.org/haiti to help. 



 

 
 Binh Nguyen 

Mob: 0452 162 656 
QBCC:15 113 118 

ABN: 82 674 256 581 

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au 

* Carpentry   *Decks   * Patios          

* Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations 

* Carports   * Garages 

       Domestic|Commercial 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

… for it is to such as thee that the kingdom of God belongs.  

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, 
respect and security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.  
This means that everyone in the church must ensure that the fundamental rights of children, young people and vulnerable adults are respected.  
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, 
behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.   
This policy applies to Clergy, Religious, Staff, Parishioners, Volunteers, Students on placement and Visitors to our sites. 
 


