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Love – the eternal stamp from God
Dear Friends, in this Sunday’s second reading we hear, “Whoever is without love does not know
God, for God is love.” In the gospel, Jesus says, “This is my commandment. Love one another
as I have loved you.”
What is love? I looked up the dictionary on my desktop, and this is what I found:
It is an intense feeling of deep affection: babies fill parents with intense feelings of love | their
love for their country| a great interest and pleasure in something | his love for football | we
share a love of music | affectionate greetings conveyed to someone on one’s behalf | a formula
for ending an affectionate letter | take care, lots of love | a person or thing that one loves |
she was the love of his life.
Somehow, the love that Jesus speaks about in scripture, was completely omitted from the
dictionary’s list of possible meanings. I think that love is a commitment to consistently put
another person’s wellbeing and happiness before your own. It’s the love a spouse has for
another when he/she puts the other spouse’s needs or desires before one’s own. It’s the love
parents have for their children when they play with a child even though they are really too tired
to move. It’s the willingness to lay down one’s life for another to protect that person from pain.
True love is hard. It is demanding. It requires virtue and brings out the best in all involved in
the love relationship. Sometimes, it is difficult to love – when our kids are whiny, or our spouses
are annoying.
Sunday’s gospel is beautiful. I especially love the part when Jesus said, “It is not you who chose
me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain.” He picked
me! He picked me! He picked you!
It is always lovely to think of our mums on this special day, the synonyms of love and care. I
am sure because of the covid-19 many of us can’t travel back to our home county to connect
with our own mums and grandmas. But we always cherish their love and the memories. I know
a young mum who is waiting for the international flights to open so can get to see her child back
in India, she misses him terribly; luckily that she can speak to her child through a video call and
every time she ends up in tears after the conversations.
In reflecting on Mother’s Day, we acknowledge and celebrate mothers and mothering. I know
that many people – aunts, stepparents, close family friends, dads – fulfil the chief mothering
role in families. We think about how children and mothers who have been forcibly separated
through government policy, war, or natural disasters and violence. But hopefully we do more
than think; we pray, we speak out and up for mothers everywhere.
Let us look to them as shining examples of how we can live Jesus’ command to love one
another. Let us honour their sacrifice and appreciate every woman’s role in this world and pray
and support them especially today.

Parish Schools and College
St Agnes’ School
07 3349 5130
St Joachim’s School
07 3397 9087
Seton College
Weekend Masses
07 3291-5333
Booking Links for Weekend May 15th and 16th
St Vincent de Paul Welfare
1800 846 643
St Joachim's Mass, Enrolment week - Parishioners | TryBooking Australia
Safeguarding Officer
St Agnes Mass, Enrolment week - Parishioners | TryBooking Australia
Dot Lomax 0474 297 201
(Safeguarding purposes only) Readings: The Ascension of the Lord

Have a Blessed Mother’s Day!

Acts 1:1-11

Ephesians 4:1-13

Fr Joson

Mark 16:15-20

READINGS FOR SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
First Reading
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35,44-48
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and
prostrated himself. But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man after
all!’
Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said, ‘is that
God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and
does what is right is acceptable to him.’
While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish
believers who had accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy
Spirit should be poured out on the pagans too, since they could hear them speaking
strange languages and proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter himself then said,
‘Could anyone refuse the water of baptism to these people, now they have received
the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He then gave orders for them to be baptised
in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay on for some days.

Monday, May 10th
Mass
8:00am
St Joachim’s

Wednesday, May 12th
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes’

Thursday, May 13th
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes’

Friday, May 14th

Responsorial Psalm
Response: The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm have brought salvation.

Mass
9:00am
St Joachim’s

The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love for the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy.
Second Reading
My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God,
because God is love.
God’s love for us was revealed
when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean:
not our love for God,
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.

Parish Diary

1 John 4:7-10

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!
Gospel
John 15:9-17
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you.
Remain in my love.
If you keep my commandments you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and remain in his love.
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you and your joy be complete.
This is my commandment:
love one another, as I have loved you.
A man can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends, if you do what I command you,
I shall not call you servants anymore, because a servant does not know
his master’s business;
I call you friends, because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
You did not choose me, no, I chose you;
and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that will last;
and then the Father will give you anything you ask him in my name.
What I command you is to love one another.’

Saturday, May 15th
Reconciliation
5:30pm
St Joachim’s

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Saturday, May 15th
Mass
6:00pm
St Joachim’s

Sunday, May 16th
Mass
7:30am
St Joachim’s
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BOOK IN
FOR WEEKEND MASSES

Prayer to St Joseph
You were chosen by God to be the
fosterer father of Jesus, the most pure
spouse of Mary, and the head of the holy
Family. We ask your intersession…
Protect our pope and all who labour for
souls amid the trials and tribulations of
this life, and grant that all peoples of the
world may follow Christ.
Protect us from every disease present in
our world.
Remove all fear from our hearts. Fill us
with confidence.
Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I
make to you. Be my father, protector and
guide in the way of salvation.
Amen
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Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.

PARISH NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

WE REMEMBER
We remember George Zangerle. May he rest in the peace
of Christ.
WE REJOICE
With the Cannon family as they celebrate the baptism of Charlie
this weekend.
COUNTERS
Alison’s team
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
Our Parish Finance Council is looking for a new member or
two. Our finance council needs people with a mix of finance,
legal, property and building and fundraising experience. If
you are interested, please send an email to the Parish office,
or see Fr Joson after mass.

CARITAS APPEAL
Caritas Australia, in partnership with Caritas India, is providing
support to vulnerable communities as the nation is devastated by
massive increases in COVID-19 infection rates. The communities
which Caritas works with are among the most vulnerable to COVID19, with poor access to clean water and Personal Protective
Equipment. We are accepting donations through our Asia
Emergency Appeal which can be found here:
https://caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/asiaemergency-appeal/. Please consider giving generously towards this
as we support these vulnerable communities now, and assist them
as they start to rebuild their lives in the future.
ST AGNES PRIMARY SCHOOL MEGA GARAGE AND PLANT STALL
Due to the cancellation of their annual fete the P&F Association
will be conducting a Garage and Plant Sale on Saturday, May 15 th
from 7:00am – 1:00pm in St Agnes’ hall.
ORIANA CHOIR PRESENTS MOZART'S REQUIEM & OLA GJEILO'S SUNRISE MASS
The Sunshine Coast’s renowned Oriana Choir, conducted by
internationally acclaimed choral and orchestral director, Andrew
Wailes will be presenting Mozart’s Requiem on May 16 at St John’s
Cathedral, Brisbane City commencing 1:30pm. For tickets visit
trybooking.com. For enquiries phone 0431 542 343 or email
info@oriana.org.au. For all the details visit oriana.org.au.
BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY GROUP NETWORKING
Joe Kelly, our local member extends an invitation to parishioners
to join him on Friday, May 21st at Easts’ Juniors Rugby League
Club, Harold Street, Holland Park from 5:30pm – 7:30pm to
connect with local businesses. Di Farmer MP will be guest
speaker. RSVP May 14th Greenslopes@parliament.qld.gov.au.
THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEN’S GATHERING FOR 2021
To be launched online on Saturday 31st July. Three sessions will
be provided online, along with reflection questions for group
discussion or individual reflection. Aim: To inspire and encourage
all Catholic men with a vision for personal discipleship, service and
mission in the family, parish/diocese and the world. Cost: FREE
Registration:
www.catholicmensgathering.com.au
Program
available from Saturday 31st July.
6 DAY TOUR TO PORT MACQUARIE – SEPTEMBER 23rd – 28th
Arranged for retirees and their friends, there is room for either you
and/or your friends to join the group. Aldinga Tours have been
used previously and have been found to be excellent providers.
The price is $1830 pp twin share and the single supplement is
$420. A non-refundable deposit of $100pp is required by
28/5/21 with the balance by 6/8/21. Should you be interested,
please contact Tony Toohey on 3349 4308 or email
aajtuy@optusnet.com.au to answer any queries you may have and
to obtain a copy of the itinerary.
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED AUSTRALIA
ACN Australia has just launched its new Healing the Wounds of
Religious Extremism in Africa Global Campaign. Tragically, Africa is
the continent with the highest number of murdered priests,
religious and catechists and it is also home to 234 million
Catholics. As such, ACN views its task in supporting the Catholic
Church there as necessary. To help support our brothers and
sisters in Africa visit www.aidtochurch.org/africa.
MAY EDITION OF THE CATHOLIC LEADER IS NOW AVAILABLE - COST $4.
This month’s issue features:
 Special coverage for the Year of St Joseph
 Emmanuel City Mission is 'a holy place'
 Polish-born couple commission to make sacred art
throughout Brisbane

ABUNDANCE YOUTH
Hope you are well! Our Youth Mass is on this
Sunday night (9th May), if you haven’t
registered already, please come along, you
will just need to sign in when you arrive! After
Mass we will have a light dinner provided as a time of
fellowship and community.
Secondly, we’re hosting an exciting Hike on May 22nd!
The plan is to start at the Summit of the Mount Gravatt
Outlook Reserve, walk the trail and share a morning tea
together. If you are interested, please let me know by
emailing me at youth.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au. All
Youth (Primary School/High School), Young Adults and
Parents are welcome to attend! Hope to see you there!
URGENT NOTICE – Mass Bookings May 15th and 16th
The Masses on the weekend of May 15th and 16th will be
Enrolment Masses for the Sacramental Program. There have
been sections of the churches allocated to the candidates
and their families and sections allocated to parishioners. This
means there will be fewer seats available at each of the
masses for parishioners. The bookings for these masses are
by a separate link and will open on Friday, May 7th at 8:00am.

St Joachim's Mass, Enrolment week - Parishioners | TryBooking Australia
St Agnes Mass, Enrolment week - Parishioners | TryBooking Australia
If you find that the all the seats have booked out when you go
on-line please contact the Parish Office. We will be taking
names and allocating any seats that may be available in the
Family Section once the family bookings have closed.

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
2021 National Count of Attendance continues...
At all masses over the first 4 weekends of May we will
be participating in the National Count of Attendance.

Pope encourages faithful to pray Rosary at home
Pope Francis is encouraging all the faithful, to pray the
Rosary, especially during the month of May.
Catholic Mission invites parishioners to join them via
Zoom to pray the rosary daily at 2pm. Join via this link:
https://tinyurl.com/28xh55p8
Meeting ID: 874 9118 8450
Password: prayer

The Holland Park Mt Gravatt Catholic Parish acknowledge the Jagera people, the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and
cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.

HOME ASSISTED
MODIFICATIONS

CHRIS WRIGHT
PLUMBIING
QBCC Licence 45970
0417 074 631

Grab rails, grab bars and other aids for
aged care in and around the home.
Blocked drains, drain camera/ with
Mount Gravatt/Holland Park Areas
recording equip, concrete core drilling,

Contact: John
Phone: 0450 530 259
Email: jvell247@gmail.com

F
FREE DELIVERY
HOT, CHILLED OR FROZEN meals
HCP and NDIS approved provider

Call: (07) 3397 9150
Volunteers always welcome
www.hollandparkmealsonwheels.com.au

plumbing, drainage, roofing, gas.
cwrightplumbing@optusnet.com.au

Binh Nguyen
Mob: 0452 162 656
QBCC:15 113 118
ABN: 82 674 256 581

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au
* Carpentry * General Maintenance
* Handyman Service * Gates
*Decks * Renovations * Repairs
* Patios * Carports * Garages
* Fencing *Sheds * Metal Fabrication

Domestic|Commercial

