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Dear Friends

In the first reading, we hear of the Ten Commandments being given to Moses to
proclaim to the Israelites. After the Exodus from Egypt, the people assembled
at the base of Mount Sinai, and Moses ascended to receive laws for them to
follow in their promised land. The laws offer a window into ancient Israelite
ideals for proper worship and interaction within a community. The laws are
reminders of requirements that come with membership in a community of faith.
The second reading, similarly, highlights the challenges of living in a society with
diverse viewpoints. Paul writes to a community in Corinth, and he notes that
these early Christians live in the midst of Jews and Greeks who might criticize
their faith in Christ’s death and resurrection. Yet he encourages the community
to maintain faith and confidence in divine power and wisdom. Paul leaves room
for inclusion of Jews and Gentiles alike if they recognize Christ’s significance.
In the Gospel, we hear the story of Jesus expelling the merchants from the
temple, condemning commerce within the temple court. While their presence
was likely not a violation, Jesus is angered by the buying and selling of animals,
proclaiming, “Stop making my father’s house a marketplace.” On its face, the
issue appears as a critique against business transactions on sacred ground.
However, the incident probably serves a more symbolic purpose.
Jesus drives out the merchants and animals that were to be sacrificed at
Passover, the commemoration of God’s saving power before and during the
Exodus from Egypt. Jesus’ act dramatically reveals that Passover sacrifices will
no longer be necessary. By the end of his ministry, Jesus becomes the ultimate
Passover (paschal) lamb. At the end of John’s Gospel, Jesus’ crucifixion happens
on Passover. At the beginning of the Gospel, John the Baptist had proclaimed,
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). By
expelling the animals and merchants, Jesus visually confirms that they are no
longer needed because he will be the paschal lamb who will die and rise from the
dead. (The Living Word: Scripture in the Life of the Church)
“Make him [St. Joseph] the patron of your family
and you will soon have tangible proof of his protecting hand.”
St. Peter Julian Eymard
Many blessings,
Fr Joson
Readings: 4th Sunday of Lent
Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23

Ephesians 2:4-10

John 3:14-21

READINGS FOR 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
First Reading
Exodus 20:1-7
God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord your God who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord will
not leave unpunished the man who utters his name to misuse it.
‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.
‘Honour your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land
that the Lord your God has given to you.
‘You shall not kill.
‘You shall not commit adultery.
‘You shall not steal.
‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. ‘You shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, or his servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or
anything that is his.’
Responsorial Psalm
Response: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.
The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple.
The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just.
They are more to be desired than gold, than the purest of gold
and sweeter are they than honey, than honey from the comb
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1:22-25
With God on our side who can be against us? Since God did not spare his own
Son, but gave him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that
he will not refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those that God
has chosen? When God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus?
No! He not only died for us – he rose from the dead, and there at God’s right
hand he stands and pleads for us
Gospel Acclamation
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him may have eternal life.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Gospel
John 2:13-25
Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple
he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers
sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’
coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out
of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The
Jews intervened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have
done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it
up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are
you going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary
that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the
words he had said.
During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in his name when
they saw the signs that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust
himself to them; he never needed evidence about any man; he could tell what
a man had in him.

Parish Diary
Monday, March 8th
Mass
6:30am
St Joachim’s

Wednesday, March 10th
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes’

Thursday, March 11th
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes’

Friday, March 12th
Stations of the Cross 8:40am
Mass
9:00am
St Joachim’s

Saturday, March 13th
Reconciliation
5:30pm
St Joachim’s

4TH SUNDAY IN LENT
Saturday, February13th
Mass
6:00pm
St Joachim’s

Sunday, March 14th
Mass
7:30am
St Joachim’s
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BOOK IN
FOR WEEKEND MASSES

Prayer to St Joseph
You were chosen by God to be the
fosterer father of Jesus, the most pure
spouse of Mary, and the head of the holy
Family. We ask your intersession…
Protect our pope and all who labour for
souls amid the trials and tribulations of
this life, and grant that all peoples of the
world may follow Christ.
Protect us from every disease present in
our world.
Remove all fear from our hearts. Fill us
with confidence.
Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I
make to you. Be my father, protector and
guide in the way of salvation.
Amen
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Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.

CHANGE OF BANK DETAILS FOR PLANNED GIVING CONTRIBUTIONS
If you are contributing to our Planned Giving by internet banking
our details have changed: It is important to change your records
to the following before March 1st.
BSB: 064 – 786;
A/c No: 100013625
A/c Name: Holland Park Mt Gravatt Parish.
The Tap Machine in the churches are pre-set at $10 per tap; you
just need to tap your Visa/Mastercard Debit Card or Credit Card.
Giving can also be arranged through Direct Debit, Credit Card,
Parish Giving App and by Envelopes.
The Parish Giving app has been set up specifically for
parishioners to be electronically connected to their parish for
regular and one off giving.
Download the app at:
https://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/auth/login
WE REMEMBER
We remember Nguyen Thi Hoa. May she rest in the peace
of Christ.
MONDAY MORNING MASS
Monday morning mass will now commence at 6:30am.
COUNTERS
Alison’s team
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Commencing 8:40am on Fridays before the 9:00am mass.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Tuesday, March 9th at 4:00pm in the Parish Centre.
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish would like to fundraise for repairs to the roof of St
Joachim's church. If you have experience in fundraising or
time to invest in activities like understanding the rules around
running a $10,000 raffle, we would appreciate your
input. Contact Paul at hpmgcouncil@gmail.com
Hello all! You are invited to attend our
March Parish Youth & Family Mass
coming up on Sunday, March 14th at
6:00pm at St Agnes Church Mt Gravatt, we’d love to have you
along! After Mass we will have a light dinner provided as a time
of fellowship and community. To book, head to the parish
website to book: hollandparkmtgravattcatholicparish.com.au
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Nick Kelly, Youth Coordinator
Holland Park Mt Gravatt/Moorooka Salisbury 0400 898 381
abundanceyouth.com
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR ALTAR LINEN WASHING
If you can help out for 1 month a year to wash the altar linen,
the office would love to hear from you.
REFLECTIONS FOR LENT AND EASTER
Look to Jesus is a book of 52 Daily Reflections for Lent and
Easter published by Evangelisation Brisbane and available for
$5. These will be available in the churches.

Weekend Masses

All you need to do is click on your preferred venue:
St Joachim’s Masses – https://www.trybooking.com/BJVCV
St Agnes’ Masses - https://www.trybooking.com/BJVFE

Mass bookings for weekend masses are required.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
7TH MARCH 2021
Oliva, 22, could not read, write
or count, and her business was
losing money. Then she
attended Caritas Australiasupported
literacy
and
numeracy classes, and set up a
home classroom to teach her neighbours. Now her classes,
business and family are thriving, and she aims to become a
pastor and run for local leadership. Please support people like
Oliva gain access to education to build a brighter future.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by
phoning 1800 024 413 or visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion.

Are you seeking some spiritual guidance and
companionship?
It is on offer for everyone through the Archdiocesan Spiritual
Directors Network.
This can be accessed easily via the website:
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/life/spiritual-direction/
There you will see a list of directors. The choice is yours.

BAPTISED CATHOLICS
In an advertising campaign in February and March featuring
international cricketer, Matthew Hayden, the Archdiocese of
Brisbane is inviting all baptised Catholics to reflect upon what
it means to be baptised Catholic. We’re looking for your help.
There are fliers in our churches that you can give to family,
friends, or colleagues who might be interested. To sign up to
be an accompanier or join the prayer, or to find out more, go
to: www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/baptisedcatholic.
ST PATRICK’S DAY MASS
A special Mass for St Patrick’s Day will be celebrated in the
Cathedral of St Stephen, Elizabeth Street at 10.00am on 17
March 2021. His Grace, Archbishop Mark Coleridge will be
the principal celebrant with Fr Gerard McMorrow
concelebrating. All are welcome to attend but, due to COVID
restrictions, it is essential you register your attendance.
Numbers are limited.
To register on-line, go to the
Cathedral website:
www.cathedralofststephen.org.au
THE CATHOLIC LEADER
The March newspaper is now available for $4.
- Editorial: How journalists evangelise
- Evangelisation in the Archdiocese of Brisbane
- Archbishop Mark Coleridge's monthly column
- Family and friends honour young woman who died at 19
- Meet Matt Hayden's evangelisation coach
- Senior Living Advertising Feature
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC MAGAZINE
The Autumn edition is available in the churches today.

HOME ASSISTED
MODIFICATIONS

CHRIS WRIGHT
PLUMBIING
QBCC Licence 45970
0417 074 631

Grab rails, grab bars and other aids for
aged care in and around the home.
Blocked drains, drain camera/ with
Mount Gravatt / Holland Park Areas
recording equip, concrete core drilling,

Contact: John
Phone: 0450 530 259
Email: jvell247@gmail.com

F
FREE DELIVERY
HOT, CHILLED OR FROZEN meals
HCP and NDIS approved provider

Call: (07) 3397 9150
Volunteers always welcome
www.hollandparkmealsonwheels.com.au

plumbing, drainage, roofing, gas.
7 Trent Street, Mount Gravatt
cwrightplumbing@optusnet.com.au

Binh Nguyen
Mob: 0452 162 656
QBCC:15 113 118
ABN: 82 674 256 581

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au
* Carpentry * General Maintenance
* Handyman Service * Gates
*Decks * Renovations * Repairs
* Patios * Carports * Garages
* Fencing *Sheds * Metal Fabrication

Domestic|Commercial

