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The Forty Days of Lent have a great biblical precedent, not
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least in the forty years that the people of Israel wandered the
Adrian Prendergast
desert in search of the Promised Land. The example for our
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own practice of “Quadragesima”(40 days in Latin) lies in the
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forty days Jesus was in the wilderness before he undertook
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his public ministry. A time of discipline and preparation is
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important before any important event or decision in life.
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Prayer, Fasting and Abstinence are the three tools we use as we prepare to celebrate
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the great mystery of Easter, the Passion Death and Resurrection of our Lord.
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We have chosen to fast, we not only show with ashes but with actions, not with
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sackcloths but in sharing, not in thoughts but in deeds. Let the ashes speak of our
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commitment. We will give up our abundance, to share our food with the hungry. We
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will give up our comfort, to provide the home for the destitute. We will give up our
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fashions, to see the naked clothed. We will share where others hoard. We will free
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where others oppress. We will heal where others harm. Let the ashes speak of our
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commitment. Then God’s light will break out on us, God’s healing will quickly appear.
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God will guide us always, we will be like well-watered gardens, repairs broken walls,
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builders of sustainable cities. Let the ashes speak of our commitment to God’s ways
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and to God’s purposes. A new world coming, where we will feast together, at God’s
E: hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au
banquet table.
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Look on us as we enter these forty days,
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bearing the mark of ashes,
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and bless our journey through the desert of Lent.
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May our fasting be hunger for justice;
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our alms, a making of peace;
our prayer, the chant of humble and grateful hearts.
All that we do and pray is in the name of Jesus,
for in his cross you proclaim your love for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Do not lose hope, St Joseph also experienced moments of Difficulty but he never lost
faith and was able to overcome them, in the certainty that God never abandon us.”
Pope Francis
Readings: 1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9:8-15

1 Peter 3:18 – 22

Mark 1:12-15

READINGS FOR 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
First Reading

Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46

Parish Diary

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot
appears on a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected.
The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who are
his sons.

Monday, February 15th

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he
is suffering from leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear
his clothing torn and his hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and
cry, “Unclean, unclean”. As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean;
and therefore he must live apart; he must live outside the camp.’

Wednesday, February 17th

Responsorial Psalm
Response: I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the
joy of salvation.
Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, whose sin is remitted.
O happy the man to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,
in whose spirit is no guile.
But now I have acknowledged my sins; my guilt I did not hide.
I said: ‘I will confess my offence to the Lord.’
And you, Lord, have forgiven the guilt of my sin.
Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just!
O come, ring out your joy, all you upright of heart.
Second Reading

1 Corinthians 10:31 – 11:1

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the
glory of God. Never do anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or
to the Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not
anxious for my own advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so
that they may be saved.
Take me for your model, as I take Christ.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Mark 1:40-45
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said
‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left
him at once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly
ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show yourself to
the priest, and make the offering for your healing prescribed by Moses as
evidence of your recovery.’ The man went away, but then started talking
about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that Jesus could no longer
go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody
lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him.

Weekend Masses

The following process for booking of mass attendance will continue for all masses
until otherwise notified.
WEEKEND MASSES - Bookings close at 4:00pm on Fridays.
All you need to do is click on your preferred venue:
St Joachim’s Masses – https://www.trybooking.com/BJVCV
St Agnes’ Masses - https://www.trybooking.com/BJVFE
1.
2.

Complete all steps through to pressing Purchase
If your booking is successful you will receive an email within a
few minutes. If you do not receive an email, please ring the
Parish Office and we will check the booking.

Mass
9:00am
St Joachim’s
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes’

Thursday, February 18th
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes’

Friday, February 19th
Stations of the Cross 8:40am
Mass
9:00am
St Joachim’s

Saturday, February 20th
Reconciliation
5:30pm
St Joachim’s

1ST SUNDAY IN LENT
Saturday, February 20th
Mass
6:00pm
St Joachim’s

Sunday, February 21st
Mass
7:30am
St Joachim’s
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BOOK IN
FOR WEEKEND MASSES

Prayer to St Joseph
You were chosen by God to be the
fosterer father of Jesus, the most pure
spouse of Mary, and the head of the holy
Family. We ask your intersession…
Protect our pope and all who labour for
souls amid the trials and tribulations of
this life, and grant that all peoples of the
world may follow Christ.
Protect us from every disease present in
our world.
Remove all fear from our hearts. Fill us
with confidence.
Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering I
make to you. Be my father, protector and
guide in the way of salvation.
Amen

Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our challenges.
LENTEN PROGRAM
MONDAY MORNING MASS
After requests from parishioners and consultation with others Fr
Joson will trialling a 6:30am mass on Mondays during Lent
commencing on Monday, February 21st. This will replace the
current 9:00am mass.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Commencing 8:40am this coming Friday there will be Stations
of the Cross at St Joachim’s before the regular 9:00am mass.
REFLECTIONS FOR LENT AND EASTER
The Lenten Program that has been offered in previous years
is not being offered this year. It has been redesigned for more
personal reflection, however if you wished to form a small
group there is a guide to do so included.
Look to Jesus is a book of 52 Daily Reflections for Lent and
Easter published by Evangelisation Brisbane and available for
$5. These will be available in the churches from this
weekend.
PROJECT COMPASSION
Please take home a Project Compassion donation
envelopes/box and support Caritas Australia this Lenten
season themed “Be More”. As Saint Oscar Romero said,
“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” Through your
generosity and by aspiring to “Be More”, you are assisting
some of the world’s most vulnerable people build better
futures for themselves, their families and their communities.
WE REMEMBER
We remember Wilhelmina Prieto and Fr Pat Dowd. May
they rest in the peace of Christ.
WE REJOICE
With the Galligan and Gillespie families as they celebrate the
baptism of Ramsey and Rose in the parish this weekend.
COUNTERS
Cheryl’s team
MEALS ON WHEELS
St Joachim's team - Tuesday, February 16th.
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
The parish would like to invite all children in year 5 and above
who have received their First Holy Communion to join us in
preparing for the Sacrament of Penance.
Where: St Joachim’s church
When:
Saturday 6 March
10.30am - 12.00pm
OR
1.00pm - 2.30PM
*Children only need to attend one session. This program is for
children/candidates only. Parents are not required to attend.
Places are limited so please RSVP before 1 March to secure
your place. sacpr.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au or ph:3349 2280
COOKS / FOOD PREPARATION VOLUNTEERS
Our Parish needs a list of cooks and food prep volunteers who
are capable of buying food, preparing it and (sometimes)
presenting it for a meeting or an event. The new Sunday night
youth mass with food offered afterwards will happen ten times
this year, and there are also occasional meetings of priests or
morning teas that need catering. Whenever there is an event
coming up, all of the listed volunteers will be asked by email or
text "are you able to cater for this event coming" and it will be
up to you reply or not. If you have these skills and are willing to
be on the list, please email Paul at hpmgcouncil@gmail.com.
HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME AN ALTAR SERVER
If you’re interested in joining this very important ministry
please contact Rachel at the parish office sacpr.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au or phone 3349 2280.
THE CATHOLIC LEADER MONTHLY NEWSPAPER
Collect this monthly publication today for $4.

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES
9:00am
6:00pm

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH
St Joachim’s Church
St Agnes Church

There is no need to book in however you must sign in as
you enter the church and include your telephone number.

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH
The parish has
purchased a small
number of Patris
Corde, the Apostolic
Letter of Pope
Francis on 150th
anniversary of the
Proclamation of St
Joseph as patron on
the Universal
Church.
These are being
offered to
parishioners at the
price of $2.
Available now in the
churches of from
the Parish Office.
In an advertising campaign in
February and March featuring
international cricketer, Matthew
Hayden, the Archdiocese is inviting
all baptised Catholics to reflect
upon what it means to be baptised
Catholic.
We’re looking for your help to:
*
Pray for the opening of hearts
*
Accompany those who are seeking
*
Welcome new faces
There are fliers in our parish that you can give to family,
friends, or colleagues who may be interested. To sign up or
to find out more, go to:
www.evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/baptisedcatholic.
LITTLE KINGS MOVEMENT FOR THE HANDICAPPED ANNUAL APPEAL
On behalf of The Little Kings Movement for the Handicapped
we thank you for your past support. Unfortunately, due Covid
we have been unable to organise our annual church appeal
for 2021. Our organisation relies solely on public donations,
no government assistance is provided and all workers are
volunteers. The funds raised go towards the provision of
services, social and spiritual, to persons with disabilities. If
you are able to make a donation please contact the office on
(07) 3391 1432; Email: info@thelittlekingsmovement.org.au.
DATE CLAIMER – WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – PRAY FOR VANUATU
Friday, March 5th commencing 10:00am at St
Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Mt Gravatt. Trish O’Brien,
would love to hear from anyone who is interested in
attending, her number is 0434 533 157. Men are also
encouraged to attend, as it is no longer a women’s only
event.

HOME ASSISTED
MODIFICATIONS

CHRIS WRIGHT
PLUMBIING
QBCC Licence 45970
0417 074 631

Grab rails, grab bars and other aids for
aged care in and around the home.
Blocked drains, drain camera/ with
Mount Gravatt / Holland Park Areas
recording equip, concrete core drilling,

Contact: John
Phone: 0450 530 259
Email: jvell247@gmail.com

F
FREE DELIVERY
HOT, CHILLED OR FROZEN meals
HCP and NDIS approved provider

Call: (07) 3397 9150
Volunteers always welcome
www.hollandparkmealsonwheels.com.au

plumbing, drainage, roofing, gas.
7 Trent Street, Mount Gravatt
cwrightplumbing@optusnet.com.au

Binh Nguyen
Mob: 0452 162 656
QBCC:15 113 118
ABN: 82 674 256 581

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au
* Carpentry * General Maintenance
* Handyman Service * Gates
*Decks * Renovations * Repairs
* Patios * Carports * Garages
* Fencing *Sheds * Metal Fabrication

Domestic|Commercial

