
Walk the talk 

A young priest was sent by his bishop to a parish that had a ‘red light district’ within its 

boundaries.  On his first day in the parish a nun, who had worked in the area for many years, 

took him on a tour of her beat, the area where all the women-in-prostitution were plying their 

trade.  As they went along Sister introduced the priest to her friends Bubbles, Ginger and 

Calamity Jane.  ‘Sister it’s fantastic that you know these women so well’, he said. ‘Don't worry’, 

replied Sister, ‘you'll know them in no time as well, and they'll know you by name too.’ 

Seized by panic, the young priest had visions of the bishop, the parish priest or, worse still, his 

mother coming to visit and walking with him down the street as Bubbles, Ginger and Calamity 

Jane all wave and call out across the road, ‘Hello Father’.  Who would ever believe he only 

knew them pastorally? 

‘Truly I tell you that prostitutes and tax collectors are going ahead of you into the kingdom of 

God.’ 

The preaching of Jesus attracted all sorts of people who lived at the fringes of, or were 

oppressed by, Palestinian society.  Jesus' message was especially attractive to them.  

Tensions among the huge variety of Jesus’ disciples, between the rich and the poor, men and 

women, the Jews and Gentiles, the socially respectable and those with outrageous 

backgrounds continued after his death throughout the next decades, during which the Gospels 

were written. 

It's hard for us to imagine what a diverse and scandalous group in many respects, the first 

fathers and mothers of our faith were seen to be.  Imagine, if you will, the fuss that would still 

be created if the local bishop was seen constantly dining with women in prostitution, drug 

dealers or known terrorists.  People would be outraged, but the bishop would be doing nothing 

short of following Jesus’ example.  This situation gives us a little insight into how affronted the 

Chief Priests and Pharisees were by Jesus and, in turn, by his disciples' behaviour. 

For Jesus there was never a lost case, or a person beyond help.  He didn't just spend time with 

the poor and broken of his society, but offered them a new way of life, an opportunity to start 

again and redemption from their destructive behaviour.  He went to where they were, as they 

were.  And we do the same because this is precisely what God has done for us.  God didn’t 

wait for us to ‘talk the talk’ before we could ‘walk his walk’.  Jesus came to us when we were 

religiously dumb and immobile and showed us how to speak, what to say and where to walk. 

The Christian walk and talk is meant to have a profound impact on our daily lives, our 

concerns, our priorities and compassion.  So much so that if, over a period of time, what we 

celebrate here each Sunday makes no inroads into our family life and workplace, our 

professional life, our business practices and our relationships, then we should ask ourselves 

what we are doing here. 

And, what's worse, we could even miss the on-going revelation of Christ's presence in the poor, 

weak and vulnerable of our own society. We constantly look for Christ in the spectacular and 

the wonderful and he comes to us in the least of our brother and sisters. 

May this Eucharist give us the strength to not only ‘look good’, but to ‘be good’, to start over if 

we need to, and do our best to live out the faith we profess.  May it strengthen us to find the 

Lord where he is, and not keep looking in the places where we would prefer him to be. 
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Readings:  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 5:1-7 Philippians 4:6-9 Matthew 21:33-43 
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First Reading                       Ezekial 18:25-28 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You object, “What the 

Lord does is unjust.”  Listen, you House of Israel: is what I do unjust?  Is it 

not what you do that is unjust?  When the upright person renounces their 

integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, they die because of the evil 

that they themselves has committed.   When the sinner renounces sin to 

become law-abiding and honest, they deserve to live.  They have chosen to 

renounce all their previous sins; they shall certainly live; they shall not die.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour.  

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth. 

In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord.  

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

he guides the humble in the right path; 

he teaches his way to the poor. 

 

Second Reading                      Philippians 2:1-11 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the 

Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be 

united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose 

and a common mind.  That is the one thing which would make me completely 

happy.  There must be no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody 

is to be self-effacing.  Always consider the other person to be better than 

yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but everybody thinks 

of other people’s interests instead.  In your minds you must be the same as 

Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God 

but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, 

and became as humans are; 

and being as all people are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other 

names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should 

acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 

I know them, and they follow me. 

Alleluia!  

Gospel                            Matthew 21:28-32 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘What is your 

opinion?  A man had two sons. He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go 

and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but afterwards 

thought better of it and went.  The man then went and said the same thing to 

the second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go.  Which of the two 

did the father’s will?’  ‘The first’ they said.  Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you 

solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom 

of God before you.  For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but 

you did not believe him, and yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did.  Even 

after seeing that, you refused to think better of it and believe in him.’                 

READINGS FOR 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES 

 Parish Diary 
Saturday, October 3rd       

Reconciliation       5:30pm 

St Joachim’s 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, October 3rd                

Mass        6:00pm        St Joachim’s 

Sunday, Sunday October 4th           

Mass        7:30am        St Joachim’s 

Mass        9:00am             St Agnes’ 

Mass        6:00pm             St Agnes’ 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BOOK IN 

 

 
 

Celebrating Season of Creation 
Brisbane Catholic Justice and Peace 
Commission and the Archdiocese invite you to 
join them for Mass to celebrate the end of 
Season of Creation, on the Feast Day of St 
Francis of Assisi.  The Mass of Creation will be 
celebrated by Archbishop Mark Coleridge, in 
the Cathedral of St Stephen on Sunday, 4 
October commencing 10:00am. 

 

Everyone deserves 

a full life. Right 

now, aged care 

and support for 

older people in our 

community is 

subject to greater 

scrutiny than ever 

before.  

Governments must provide for sustainable 

aged care services, improve regulatory 

frameworks to ensure the quality of care and 

provide older people and their families with 

real choice and control over the services they 

receive. 

How will you use your Queensland State 

Election vote for the benefit of people of every 

age in our community?  

Consider the Common Good on October 31. 

You can find out more at 

https://bit.ly/2FvHA8W  

 

https://bit.ly/2FvHA8W


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Last weekend our parish held the Annual Catholic Campaign Appeal in support of the important Catholic ministries in 

our Archdiocese.  Thank you to everyone who responded generously to the Archbishop’s call for support.   

If you didn’t get a chance to make a gift last week, there is still time.  If you took the envelope home, please pop it in 

the mail or leave it in the basket available in the churches.    

Your tax-deductible gift will be put straight to work by funding the vital Catholic agencies in our local community. 

If you have any questions you are welcome to give the Parish Office a call. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Continuing on our faith journey during changed times; when our faith will sustain us through our 

challenges.  If our doors are closed, let our hearts be open. 

Masses and Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The following process for booking of mass attendance will 

continue for all masses until otherwise notified.  If you turn up 

for mass and the allowed number has been reached you will 

not be permitted to enter the church.   

WEEKEND MASSES  -  Bookings close at 4:00pm on Fridays   

All you need to do is click on your preferred venue: 

St Joachim’s Masses – https://www.trybooking.com/BJVCV 

St Agnes’ Masses - https://www.trybooking.com/BJVFE 

 1. Select Book Now    

 2. Choose Mass, press Select  

 3. Choose Section you wish to sit in, press Select 

 4. Add tickets required, press Next 

5. Fill our details for each person attending, 

complete all fields, press Next 

 6. Complete Booking details, this must be completed

 to finalise booking, press Purchase 

7.  If your booking is successful you will receive an 

email within a few minutes.   

Please remember social distancing at all times. 

It is also important to keep the 1.5m distance when you 

WE REMEMBER 

We remember Maud Dwyer, Tom Dwyer and Beryl Dwyer.  May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

COUNTERS           

Elisabeth’s team 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL MEETING 

Wednesday, September 30th commencing 3:30pm            

SUPPORT OF OUR PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM 

We would like to thank you for your continued support of the Parish during these difficult times.  Planned Giving can be arranged 

through Direct Debit, Credit Card, Parish Giving App, Direct Deposit to the parish account and by Envelopes.  If you would like to 

contribute by internet banking our details are:  BSB:  064 – 786; A/c No:  3314 91100;  A/c Name: Holland Park Mt Gravatt Parish.  

The Parish Giving app has been set up specifically for parishioners to be electronically connected to their parish for regular and 

one off giving.  Download the app at:    https://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/auth/login 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM – 1ST COMMUNION 

The parish would like to invite all children in Year 4 and above, who have been confirmed in the catholic tradition, to join us for the 

Sacrament of First Communion.  If you would like information or to RSVP please email Rachel at sacpr.hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au 

or call the parish office during office hours.   Places are strictly limited so be sure to RSVP before 12 October. 

OCTOBER – MONTH OF OUR LADY 

Oz Rosary — Saturday 10th October commencing 3.30pm.  Honour Our Blessed Mother by praying the Rosary in the public square.  

Join this event praying the Rosary over Brisbane from the Mt Gravatt Lookout.  Arrive at 3.15pm for free homemade scones, we’ll 

provide the tea/coffee/sugar/milk/cups - you bring your thermos of hot water.  Have your Rosary beads ready for a 3.30pm 

start.  The Lookout is accessed via Shire Road (off Logan Rd at Red Rooster).  Free parking.  Contact Santo on 0401 136 606. 

HEALING MASS - BARDON 

Are you in need of healing? Are you suffering because of COVID impacts?  If yes, register to attend the first Friday of the month 

Healing Mass at St. Mary Magdalene’s Church, Bardon on Friday, 2nd October at 7.30pm. Fr. Nicholas Okafor will be the celebrant. 

Register attendance by contacting Len Airey on 0421977849 or by email, lenpatairey@gmail.com.  Only 60 places are available. 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED  

ACN arranges Mass stipends to be sent to poor priest overseas. In many regions, the Christian faithful are so poor they cannot 

support their priests and so Mass stipends are often a priests only means of material support. Have a Mass offered for your family 

today and the money from your offering will be sent to a poor priest overseas who will offer up the Mass for your intentions. To 

arrange Mass offerings please visit www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings-for-poor-priests or call 1800 101 201,  8am-5pm, AEST. 

 
 I hope everyone is doing 

well. If you haven’t seen yet, 
it’s my encouragement for 

youth to attend Ignite High for the remainder of term, 
awaiting the launch of our Youth Group in Term 4. Ignite High 
is held each Friday night at the Jindalee Jungle (32/160 

Sinnamon Rd, Jindalee QLD 4074) from 7-9:30pm. 
Please email me youth.hpmg@bne.catholic.edu.au to 
confirm that you’ll be coming along and get updates. 

I would also like to draw your attention to the Abundance 
Youth Website. It’s still being worked on, but I wanted to 
share a featured blog on their focusing how crazy life is at the 
moment. Read the blog here: 

https://www.abundanceyouth.com/blog/mayhem 

Have a great week!  God Bless.  
Nick Kelly 
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 CHRIS WRIGHT 

PLUMBIING  

QBCC Licence 45970  

0417 074 631  
 

Blocked drains, drain camera/ with 

recording equip, concrete core drilling, 

plumbing, drainage, roofing, gas. 

 

7 Trent Street, Mount Gravatt 

cwrightplumbing@optusnet.com.au 

 

Binh Nguyen 

Mob: 0452 162 656 
QBCC:15 113 118 
ABN: 82 674 256 581 

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au 
* Carpentry   * General Maintenance    

* Handyman Service   * Gates     
*Decks   * Renovations   * Repairs      

 * Patios  * Carports   * Garages          
* Fencing   *Sheds  * Metal Fabrication 

Domestic|Commercial 
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FREE  DELIVERY  

HOT, CHILLED OR FROZEN meals 

HCP and NDIS approved provider 

Call:  (07) 3397 9150 

Volunteers always welcome 
www.hollandparkmealsonwheels.com.au       

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

HOME ASSISTED 

MODIFICATIONS 
Grab rails, grab bars and other aids for 
aged care in and around the home. 
Mount Gravatt  / Holland Park Areas 

Contact: John  
Phone:   0450 530 259 
Email:  jvell247@gmail.com 
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