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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A

15th/16th August, 2020

Faith is more important…
The message of Jesus was a simple one: to make us aware that the Good News of our salvation
is a reality and that we are loved unconditionally by God. The message and mission of Jesus did
not end with His death and resurrection; it continues on in each us. The Spirit of God permeates
and enlivens us just as it did Jesus 2000 years ago, and we are to be people who continue what
he did. This is what church is all about. It is about a people who believe they are Spirit-filled,
called to continue to spread the good news that has as its source, Jesus the Christ.
In His time, Jesus knew that he couldn't force anyone to accept His message and to change their
hearts; but there were many who were yearning, who wanted to embrace the invitation. The
Canaanite woman in today's Gospel was one of them.
Throughout His entire ministry, Jesus tried to teach His disciples that the Gospel message does
not admit to geographical, national, racial or religious limitations. In today's Gospel, a Canaanite
woman comes to Jesus and cries out for His help. But the disciples press Him to "get rid of her."
What they meant, of course, was "She is not one of us. She is a Gentile woman. Your mission
is to us, not to outsiders."
Jesus was looking for faith and trust among the people of His own community, and found greater
faith within an outsider. He knew the ramifications of living out the Gospel message, the
responsibilities that His followers would be taking upon themselves to really live the Good
News, and to make His Spirit their own. So, Jesus did not withhold His love and compassion
from this "outsider." He cured the Canaanite woman's daughter.
The atmosphere in which Jesus accomplishes His mission has to be one based on faith and trust;
it has to be one in which a person can be supported, be encouraged… and one in which concern
and compassion are evident. At every opportunity, Jesus tried to bring out the positive aspects
of life, the worth and value of each person. In doing that He challenged people to look deeply
into themselves, and to make changes in their lives.
By all human standards, Jesus' mission was a total failure. At the end of his life, there was no
human fame or glory for Jesus. He did not see his dream fulfilled - people still lived in fear and
mistrust of one another - those in power seemed to have the upper hand. He wept in frustration
over the city of Jerusalem; He agonized at the brink of despair in the Garden of Olives. He was
abandoned, betrayed and denied by his friends. And yet despite all of this, he reached down deep
within Himself and simply refused to give up His conviction that God is ultimately good, and
gracious, and to be trusted. (abstract from e Catholicism.org)
On the Feast of the Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary, let us thank the Lord for the gift of our
Blessed Mother, and let’s beseech her intercession to find the right path every day. Mary is our
Heavenly Mother. She is the supreme model of all virtues and hence our role model, especially
in the holiness of life (“full of grace”), obedience to the will of God (“fiat”), and true humility
(“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me as you have said”).absolutely.
Seventy of our children will be confirmed in August dated (19,20,27) and in September (3,9)
with the restrictions and guidelines. This year we have to spread them over five sections due to
Covid-19. Please keep them and their families in your prayers.
God bless you all
Fr Joson
Readings: Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 22:19-23
Romans 11:33-36

Matthew 16:13-20

READINGS FOR 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES
First Reading
Isaiah 56:1,6-7
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon
my salvation will come and my integrity be manifest.
Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him
and to love his name and be his servants – all who observe the
sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring
to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of prayer.
Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for
my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.
Responsorial Psalm
Response: O God, let all the nations praise you!
O God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help.
Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him.

Parish Diary
Wednesday, August 19th
Confirmation

St Joachim’s

Thursday, August 20th
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes’
Confirmation

St Joachim’s

Friday, August 21st
Mass
9:00am
St Joachim’s

Saturday, February 22nd
Baptism

St Joachim’s

Reconciliation
5:30pm
St Joachim’s

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Second Reading
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their
apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the purpose of it is to make
my own people envious of you, and in this way save some of them.
Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, do you know
what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from
the dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice.
Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy
mercy because of their disobedience, so those who are disobedient
now – and only because of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy
mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all in their own disobedience
only to show mercy to all.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district and started
shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented
by a devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his disciples went and
pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is
shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was kneeling at
his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes,
sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their
master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great
faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And from that moment her daughter
was well again.

Saturday, August 22nd
Mass
6:00pm
St Joachim’s

Sunday, August 23rd
Mass

7:30am

St Joachim’s
Mass
9:00am
St Agnes
Mass
6:00pm
St Agnes
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BOOK IN

Continuing on our faith journey during this time of isolation; when our faith will sustain us through
challenging times. If our doors are closed, let our hearts be open
WE REJOICE
With the Gardner and Clerkin and the Nguyen and Tran families as they celebrate the baptism of Margaret and Alisa in the
parish this weekend.
MEALS ON WHEELS
St Joachim's team - Tuesday, August 18th.
LAUNCH OF AUSTRALIA CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT
Wednesday, 19th August commencing 7.30pm at St James Parish Hall, Coorparoo. You are invited to join in a discussion on the
Statement and the official launch by Archbishop Mark. The theme is Mental Health. RSVP: August 17th for Registration & Catering
purposes. COVID-19 protocols apply. Parking available. Donation on Entry (SVdP Society). Registrations can be made through
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au; 3397 1671; Eventbrite Registrations, find link at parish website www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
NATURAL FERTILITY AWARENESS WEEK FROM 17TH TO 23RD AUGUST
Are you wondering how you can find out more about your reproductive health. Billings LIFE has the answer!! Why not learn how to
track your fertility using, Fertility Pinpoint™- it’s more than an App! It is an online service that provides you with your own personal
accredited Billings Ovulation Method® tutor who can help you learn how to track your unique cycles and recognise your fertility and
infertility on a daily basis – all remotely and safely. Billings Ovulation Method® is scientifically validated and simple to use. It’s the
healthy alternative. For more information check the website: www.fertilitypinpoint.com and start to take control of your life.
ALL HALLOWS’ SCHOOL VIRTUAL OPEN DAY – 10:30AM SUNDAY 30 AUGUST
Experience how our community supports and inspires young women to be confident in a life of faith, compassion, learning and
leadership, ready to step forward and make a difference in the world. Register now at www.ahs.qld.edu.au/virtualopenday.
SEASON OF CREATION
Attention: Photographers, Writers and Artists - From Sept 1 to Oct 4 Christians around the world celebrate the Season of Creation.
More information is available on the noticeboards or at www.fb.com/QCEnvNet
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER STUDENT TEACHING SCHOLARSHIP: EDUCATION STUDENTS
Brisbane Catholic Education is offering scholarships to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students who are enrolled in a fulltime teaching degree (Primary or Secondary Education) at a university campus located within the Brisbane Archdiocese.
Benefits
• Successful applicants will receive up to $4,500 pa (max $13,500 over 3 years) in fee support towards an education degree
• Upon graduation from university, applicants will be offered a teaching position in a BCE school or college for a min of 2 years
Application process
• Apply online at www.bne.catholic.edu.au under Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education > Scholarship Opportunities
• Provide professional and personal references
• Submit your application online by 11 December 2020
For more information contact the Organisational Development team - Phone: 3033 7523 Email: gdev@bne.catholic.edu.au
NATIONAL EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR LEBANON
The international Catholic Charity, Aid to the Church in Need, has launched an emergency appeal to support the people of
Lebanon. To make a donation, please visit: www.aidtochurch.org/lebanon or call 1800 101 201 during hours: 8am-5pm.

Masses and Sacrament of Reconciliation

The following process for booking of mass attendance will continue for all masses until otherwise notified. For those who are
coming to mass without a booking I ask that if you cannot complete a booking online please ring the parish office.
If you turn up for mass and the allowed number has been reached you will not be permitted to enter the church. This is a
position that we do not want to put anyone in.
St Agnes’ Church can accommodate 48 people and St Joachim’s can have 63.
WEEKEND MASSES
WEEKDAY MASSES
Bookings close at 4:00pm on Fridays.
Bookings close at 4:00pm the day before.
A TryBooking page has been opened to facilitate the booking of masses. All you need to do is click on your preferred venue:
St Joachim’s Masses – https://www.trybooking.com/BJVCV
St Agnes’ Masses - https://www.trybooking.com/BJVFE
and complete the online booking:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Select Book Now
Choose Mass, press Select
Choose Section you wish to sit in, press Select
Add tickets required, press Next
Fill our details for each person attending, complete all fields, press Next
Complete Booking details, this must be completed to finalise booking, press
Purchase
If your booking is successful you will receive an email within a few minutes.

If you do not get a confirmation email or you have difficulty making a booking, please the parish office. We will assist you.
If you do not have access to the internet, please ring the parish office and we will make the booking for you.
Please sign the registration sheet at the front door. Please sit between the crosses and remember to soc ial distance.
It is also important to keep the 1.5m distance when you are processing to communion.

CHRIS WRIGHT
PLUMBIING
QBCC Licence 45970
0417 074 631
Blocked drains, drain camera/ with
recording equip, concrete core drilling,
plumbing, drainage, roofing, gas.
7 Trent Street, Mount Gravatt
cwrightplumbing@optusnet.com.au

HOME ASSISTED
MODIFICATIONS
Grab rails, grab bars and other aids for
aged care in and around the home.
Mount Gravatt / Holland Park Areas

Contact: John
Phone: 0450 530 259
Email: jvell247@gmail.com
F
FREE DELIVERY
HOT, CHILLED OR FROZEN meals
HCP and NDIS approved provider

Call: (07) 3397 9150
Volunteers always welcome
www.hollandparkmealsonwheels.com.au

Binh Nguyen
Mob: 0452 162 656
QBCC:15 113 118
ABN: 82 674 256 581

info@tgcmaintenance.com.au
* Carpentry * General Maintenance
* Handyman Service * Gates
*Decks * Renovations * Repairs
* Patios * Carports * Garages
* Fencing *Sheds * Metal Fabrication

Domestic|Commercial

